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Municipal Solid Waste Operators, 

TxSWANA is hard at work on draft legislation to help protect our employees in the field from 

potential injury and death from careless motorists operating near them. Your TxSWANA Board of 

Directors believes it is important to add language to Texas law to requires motorists to slow down or 

move over when passing vehicles involved in the collection of refuse, solid waste, or recyclables.  

But we need your help.  At least 20 other states nationally that have already passed “Slow Down to 

Get Around” legislation.   The following documents drafted by TxSWANA are attached : 

• Draft Resolution – Attached is a draft resolution you may present to your organization to

demonstrate your organization’s desire to keep your staff safe.  If your organization moves

forward with the resolution, remember time is of the essence.  Please let me know once you

have an approved resolution from your organization by emailing me at the email address

below.

• Draft Bill – Our draft bill included with this email will likely undergo changes as it goes

through the process.

• Talking Points – A one-page listing of relevant facts to help you to gain the support from

your organization.

TxSWANA is assisting by getting the word out with these proposed documents, but this work is 

ongoing, and we need your help.  We are seeking assistance from our member communities to get 

this work done this legislative session.  If your organization would like to be a signatory sponsor to 

the bill, we would request your financial support to help defray the costs associated with drafting 

and seeing the bill move through the Legislature.   

If you need more information, please feel free to email me at president@txswana.org. 

Richard McHale 
President 

TXSWANA Board of Directors 

Email: president@txswana.org 

mailto:president@txswana.org
mailto:president@txswana.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slow Down To Get Around Background Information 

  



Slow Down to Get Around Legislation - Background Information 

 

• The Slow Down To Get Around (SDTGA) program is a national safety campaign that 

reminds motorists to drive more carefully when near waste and recycling collection 

vehicles in order to protect waste and recycling workers.  

 

• The program was created following two tragic accidents resulting in the death of one 

employee of a waste collection company in the Midwest and severe injuries to a second. 

Both accidents were due to careless driving by motorists. 

 

• Being struck by a motorist is a leading cause of death for waste and recycling collection 

employees, and with proper awareness, is completely preventable. 

 

• 31 collection-related fatalities occurred in the US in 2016 (a ten year high), as well as 

numerous severe injuries. Due to the passing of this type of legislation over the past 

year, that number decreased to 23 deaths in 2017. This bill will save Texas lives and 

help to continue the downward trend nationwide. 

 

• “Slow Down To Get Around” is also the name commonly applied to legislation that 

requires motorists to slow down or move over when passing waste and recycling 

vehicles that are in the process of collection.  

 

• Since the start of the campaign, as least twenty states have enacted some type of 

SDTGA law to help protect solid waste workers out on the job: 
 
• Alabama 

• Florida 

• Georgia 

• Illinois 

• Indiana 

• Iowa 

• Kansas 

• Kentucky 

• Maryland 

• Michigan 

• Mississippi 

• Missouri 

• Nebraska 

• New Jersey 

• New York 

• North Carolina 

• Ohio 

• Oklahoma 

• Virginia 

• Wisconsin 

 

• Passage of this legislation can be accomplished by modifying an existing Texas law 

requiring motorists to slow down if approaching flashing lights on certain stationary 

vehicles, i.e. emergency or construction vehicles, to include waste and recycling 

vehicles. 

 

• Specifically, the proposed bill would amend Chapter 545.157 of the Texas 

Transportation Code to require motorists to slow down, safely change lanes if possible 

and operate with due caution around waste and recycling trucks when safety lights are 

flashing, similar to cautions motorists must now exercise when passing a stopped 

emergency vehicle, tow truck, or certain TXDOT vehicles. 
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DRAFT SLOW DOWN TO GET AROUND LEGISLATION 
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By:  _______ __.B. No. _____ 

 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 

relating to passing vehicles involved in the collection of refuse, 

solid waste, or recyclables. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1.  Section 545.157, Transportation Code, is amended 

by amending Subsection (a) to read as follows: 

(a)  This section applies only to the following vehicles: 

(1)  a stationary authorized emergency vehicle using 

visual signals that meet the requirements of Sections 547.305 

and 547.702;  

(2)  a stationary tow truck using equipment authorized by 

Section 547.305(d); and 

(3)  a Texas Department of Transportation vehicle not 

separated from the roadway by a traffic control channelizing 

device and using visual signals that comply with the standards 

and specifications adopted under Section 547.105.; and 

(4) (i) Any vehicle being used in the collection of 

refuse, solid waste, or recyclables displaying side marker 

lamps which flash in conjunction with turn signal lamps or 

vehicle hazard warning lamps indicating the presence of a 

vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in 

approaching, overtaking, or passing. 
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(ii) Any vehicle used in the collection of refuse, solid 

waste, or recyclables while displaying hazard warning lamps 

indicating the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard 

requiring unusual care in approaching, overtaking, or passing 

the refuse vehicle while it is standing, disabled or parked on 

the main traveled part of a highway outside a business or 

residence district or at the edge or curb of a street.  

 

SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 2, 2019. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Council Resolution Endorsing Slow Down To Get 

Around Legislation 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION NO._______________ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF _______________, TEXAS, 

ENDORSING CERTAIN LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO TEXAS LAW 

PROPOSED BY THE TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE SOLID WASTE 

ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA  

 

WHEREAS, the City of _______________, Texas (the “City”) has been active in 

the process of regulation of solid waste collection and recycling; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Texas Chapter of the Solid Waste 

Association of North America (“TXSWANA”) along with many other cities across the 

State of Texas;  and 

 

WHEREAS, TXSWANA's experience with other member states with the Solid 

Waste Association of North America (“SWANA”) indicated that current Texas law does 

not adequately protect the health and safety of those individuals employed by 

municipalities for the collection of solid waste and recycling materials; and 

 

WHEREAS, in recent years SWANA enacted a campaign known as the “Slow 

Down to Get Around Campaign” to raise awareness of safety issues for collectors of solid 

waste and recyclables, and have endorsed legislation in its member states to address this 

safety issue; and 

 

WHEREAS, “Slow Down to Get Around” (“SDTGA”) is also the name 

commonly applied to legislation that requires motorists to slow down or move over when 

passing waste and recycling vehicles that are in the process of collection. Since the start 

of the campaign, as least twenty states have enacted some type of SDTGA law to help 

protect solid waste workers out on the job; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City endorses efforts proposed by TXSWANA to modify Texas 

law to increase safety for solid waste workers and its own employees. 

 

  

  



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

_______________, TEXAS, THAT: 

 

I. 

 

 The following legislative reforms endorsed by TXSWANA to increase safety for 

collectors of solid waste and recyclables are supported by the City:  

 

• Amend existing Texas law requiring motorists to slow down if approaching flashing 

lights on certain stationary vehicles, for example emergency or construction vehicles, 

to include waste and recycling vehicles 

 

• Specifically, amend Chapter 545 of the Texas Transportation Code to require 

motorists to slow down, safely change lanes if possible and operate with due caution 

around waste and recycling trucks when safety lights are flashing, similar to cautions 

motorists must now exercise when passing a stopped emergency vehicle, tow truck, or 

certain TXDOT vehicles 

 

 

II. 

 

 A copy of the resolution shall be sent to the elected lawmakers representing the 

City’s interests in the Texas House and Senate and to the legal counsel of TXSWANA.   

 



PRESENTED AND PASSED on this ______ day of _______________, 201_, by a vote 

of ______ ayes and ______ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

_______________, Texas. 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 


