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The Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) recently issued an updated 
version of its stormwater multi-sector gen-
eral permit (MSGP), which authorizes the 
discharge of stormwater runoff into bodies of 
water. Landfills, hazardous waste treatment 
and storage facilities, composting facilities, 
truck yards, and scrap and waste recycling 
facilities are all eligible for coverage under 
the MSGP. 

This new permit will take effect on August 
14. Facilities that were authorized under the 
previous permit are required to reapply for 
coverage under the new permit within 90 
days of the effective date to stay in compli-
ance with Texas laws. The application for 
coverage (a notice of intent, or NOI) can be 
made through STEERS, the State of Texas 
Environmental Electronic Reporting System 
(available at https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/
steers/). Instructions and a checklist for 
completing the application can be found at 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/
permitting/waterquality/forms/10382.pdf. 

A general understanding of how the MSGP 
operates may be useful for facilities seeking 
coverage under the new permit. All appli-
cants must develop and implement a storm-
water pollution prevention plan (SWP3), 
which identifies sources and types of pollu-
tion and establishes best management prac-
tices (BMPs) to minimize pollutants in 
stormwater runoff. Stormwater must be pe-
riodically tested and monitored for pollution 
levels. In addition, each sector regulated un-
der the permit is subject to specific require-
ments. For example, as under the previous 
permit, landfill operators must ensure that 
stormwater discharges cannot comingle with 
leachate or other contaminated landfill 
wastewater. 

The updated permit retains most of the same 
requirements from the previous permit; 
many of the revisions insert clarifying lan-
guage to already-existing obligations. How-
ever, some of the changes may impact how 
organizations manage the risk of polluted 
runoff. The following discus-
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Message from the President   
by Ellen Smyth 

Dear fellow TXSWANA members, 

This is my last newsletter as your president.  It’s hard to be-

lieve that it’s been two years already!  I am so proud to have 

had this opportunity to lead such a fine organization.  I know 

you have heard this before—but I could not have done it with-

out the hard work and dedication from the most wonderful 

Board of Directors that any organization could hope for. 

So it is with great pleasure that I hand over the reins of Presi-

dent to Mr. David McCary from San Antonio.  I wish him all 

the best over the next two years and look forward to doing 

great things for the Solid Waste Industry and Professionals in 

Texas. 

WasteCon is quickly approaching so if you have not registered for this annual event you still 

have time to do so!  We hope to see as many of you as possible at our final Board meeting for 

this fiscal year.  It will be held concurrently with WasteCon in Indianapolis on Wednesday Au-

gust 24, 2016. 

I would like to congratulate all of our Scholarship recipients—their info is included later in this 

newsletter.  As you know, if you are a member of TXSWANA all of your dependents who are 

graduating high school seniors or enrolled in a university are eligible to apply for these annual 

funds—many years we allocated up to $10,000. 

Congress is preparing to convene in January 2017 and we are working closely with the TCEQ 
on some proposed regulations.  Hopefully this will be the year that the scrap tire issues are ad-
dressed.  Tires have been a problem for decades, but with the onset of the Zika virus threats we 
believe that Congress will finally take steps to address tires.  We have wonderful representa-
tion on the floor at all times with our lobbyist Ty Embrey.  If you or your City Council have any 
other topics that TXSWANA can help with, please let us know. 
 
Lastly, San Antonio is working hard on plans for the 2017 TXSWANA conference  next  April 

10-12 so please mark your calendar to hold those dates.  Take care—stay cool!  Safety is para-

mount at all times! 

See you soon! 
Ellen Smyth 
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from a facility. Stormwater discharges must 
be tested at least once per year for 12 differ-
ent hazardous metals at the final outfall or a 
designated sampling location. The results of 
this testing must be submitted to the TCEQ 
and retained on-site. However, some permit 
holders may qualify for a waiver from these 
sampling and reporting requirements. 
 
Benchmark Sampling Requirements  
Permit holders under the MSGP are required 
to conduct benchmark monitoring specific to 
its industry. Landfills, for example, must 
monitor levels of total suspended solids and 
iron in its stormwater discharges; recycling 
facilities must test for 7 different pollutants. 
This testing is designed to monitor the 
BMPs’ effectiveness; discharges exceeding 
benchmarks are not a permit violation, but 
may indicate that the facility’s pollution con-
trol measures need to be revisited. The 
MSGP now specifies that this type of moni-
toring should be collected from outfalls 
where BMPs are located. Permit holders are 
required to conduct and submit benchmark 
monitoring or must provide an explanation 
why sampling failed to occur. 

As under the previous permit, this bench-
mark monitoring must be conducted once 
every six months (January through June or 
July through December) following permit 
issuance, and then once during each subse-
quent semiannual monitoring period for the 
remaining four-year permit term. After the 
first two years, if the annual average results 
indicate levels below the benchmark level, 
the third and fourth monitoring years’ 
benchmark testing requirement is waived. 

Monitoring and Reporting in Dry or 
Adverse Conditions 
The MSGP requires that permit holders 
monitor, sample, and inspect storm water 
discharges from a measurable 
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sion highlights which changes will be of most 
interest to the solid waste industry. 

No Exposure Certification  
Operators of a facility regulated under the 
MSGP may be exempt from some permit re-
quirements if they can show their products 
and equipment are “protected by a storm re-
sistant shelter to prevent exposure to rain, 
snow, snowmelt, and/or runoff.” This applies 
not only to materials or waste products at the 
facility, but also to equipment used on-site. 
Consequently, “no exposure certifi-
cates” (NECs) will not be applicable to land-
fills or compost facilities, but may be appro-
priate for transfer stations. 

A facility seeking a NEC is subject to inspec-
tion to ensure it meets these requirements; 
under the old permit, this was performed 
only by authorized TCEQ personnel. For fa-
cilities discharging directly into municipal 
separate storm sewer systems (MS4s), the re-
vised MSGP now allows MS4s staff with en-
forcement authority to determine compliance 
with the NEC. 

The revised permit describes circumstances 
where materials exposed to stormwater may 
nevertheless be eligible for a NEC. For exam-
ple, large roll-off containers protected by se-
curely-fastened, heavy-duty tarps may be ex-
posed to stormwater without disqualifying 
the facility. Likewise, if a facility uses above 
ground storage tanks in its operations, (such 
as tanks dispensing fuel for delivery vehicles), 
these may be exposed to runoff under the 
amended permit, provided that the tanks are 
separated from vehicle maintenance opera-
tion areas. 

Effluent Limitations and Minimum 
Analytical Levels 
The MSGP sets limits on the amount of pollu-
tion that may be present in runoff discharged 

(Continued on  page 6) 
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storm event. Permit holders are required to 
maintain an on-site rain gauge to deter-
mine when a qualifying storm event occurs 
and keep a log of rainfall totals. During dry 
periods without rain, a facility must now 
also note zero rainfalls total in its log. 

Adverse conditions, such as high wind, ex-
cessive lightning, or flooding may also pre-
vent a permit holder from performing 
stormwater sampling or monitoring. Gen-
erally, when these activities are suspended 
due to adverse conditions, they must be 
conducted in the next testing period. If 
continued adverse conditions also prevent 
monitoring in the next period, the new per-
mit permanently waives monitoring and 
sampling requirements for both periods. 

Discharges into Polluted Waters Are 
Not Generally Authorized by the 
MSGP 
If the receiving body of water is 
“impaired” (that is, existing pollution levels 
exceed water quality standards), stormwa-
ter discharges may not be covered by the 
MSGP, unless they are consistent with an 
EPA-approved pollution limit. The new 
permit expands when a body of water is 
“impaired” to include not only waters des-
ignated as such by the EPA, but also those 
included on TCEQ’s list of impaired waters. 

Employee Attendance Sheets Are 
Now Required Documentation in a 
SWP3  
The MSGP requires that permit holders 
implement mandatory employee training 
and education as part of its pollution con-
trol program. Training must be held at 
least once per year. The revised permit re-
quires that the permit holder maintain re-
cords, including employee attendance lists, 
of all training activities related to stormwa-

ter pollution control. 

Submitting Electronic Information 
to the TCEQ  
Applicants and permit holders will be re-
quired to submit certain information via 
the TCEQ’s website as a result of new EPA 
reporting rules. After September 1, 2017, 
applicants seeking coverage under the 
MSGP will be required to submit their NOI 
or NEC through the TCEQ website. After 
December 21, 2016, permit holders must 
submit their discharge monitoring reports 
(DMRs) through the TCEQ’s online 
NetDMR system. 

Inspection and Monitoring Results 
Must be Submitted to the TCEQ 
In addition to benchmark and effluent 
sampling, permit holders are required to 
perform periodic inspection and monitor-
ing activities specified in the permit. If the 
results of inspection and monitoring activi-
ties demonstrate non-compliance with the 
SWP3, the permit holder is now required to 
submit the results to the TCEQ within five 
working days of becoming aware of non-
compliance. 
 

Paul Gosselink is a co-founder of the law firm of 

Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend. Paul focuses 

on municipal industrial and hazardous waste per-

mitting compliance and remediation, air permit-

ting and energy issues including geothermal, bio-

mass and oil and gas, and enforcement matters be-

fore state and federal agencies and state and fed-

eral courts. 

 

If you have any questions concerning legislative issues 

or would like additional information concerning the 

firm’s legislative tracking and monitoring services or 

legislative consulting services, please contact Ty Embrey 

at (512) 322-5829 or tembrey@lglawfirm.com. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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SIDE LOADER 

1st Place – Noel Dimas, San Antonio 

2nd Place – Quinntus Larkin, Plano 

3rd Place – Daniel Provencio, El Paso 

FRONT LOADERS 

1st Place – Stan Flores, Denton *** 

2nd Place -– Gabriel Pauda, Denton 

3rd Place – Ivan Fernandez, Garland 

REAR LOADER 

1st Place – Robert Longoria, San Antonio 

2nd Place – James Perez, San Antonio 

3rd Place – Harvey Redfearn, Denton 

ROLL OFF 

1st Place – Christopher Farr, Austin 

2nd Place – Isah Bell, Houston 

3rd Place – Melquides M.L. Flores Jr., Lubbock 

TRACTOR TRAILER 

1st Place– Bobby Brown, Austin 

2nd Place– Jesus Ruiz, El Paso 

3rd Place– Christopher Romo, Dallas 

TRUCK MECHANIC 

1st Place– Patrick Shaw, Denton 

2nd Place– Preston Emert, Denton 

3rd Place– Joel Rodriguez, San Antonio 

*** = TOP GUN WINNERS 

ARTICULATED DUMP 

1st Place– Donald Fabian, Denton 

2nd Place– Eddie Kerns, Denton 

3rd Place– Rosaro Johnson, Dallas 

COMPACTOR 

1st Place– Jose Cruz, Irving 

2nd Place– Adam Vaca, Lubbock 

3rd Place– Sergio Almodovar, Irving 

DOZER 

1st Place– Alfonso Piedra, Denton *** 

2nd Place– Scott Aaron, Irving 

3rd Place– Roger Gilland, Beaumont 

RUBBER TIRE LOADER 

1st Place – Alejandro Perez, El Paso 

2nd Place – Daren Sims, Denton 

3rd Place – Vodney Watson, Dallas 

LANDFILL MECHANIC 

1st Place— Mark Bartek, Denton *** 

2nd Place– Steven Roberts, Denton 

3rd Place– Jose Delgado, Dallas 

*** = TOP GUN WINNERS 

2016 TXSWANA ROAD-E-O WINNERS 



 

SUPERVISOR II (Landfill) 

City of Dallas 

 

MANAGER III ( Landfill) 

City of Dallas 

 

MANAGER III (Transfer Station(s)) 

City of Dallas 

 

DEPARTMENTAL OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY MANAGER 

City of Austin 

 

RECYCLING COORDINATOR-ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

& COMMUNICATION OUTREACH COORDINATOR 

City of Plano 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

These positions and others are added and removed as positions become 

available and/or are filled.  For more information on possible job openings, 

please visit the TXSWANA web site under NEWS, LINKS, & JOBS.  Please 

visit TXSWANA at: http://txswana.org. 
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You’ve heard the excuses a dozen 

times … reasons why a worker doesn’t 

want to wear the required Personal Pro-

tection Equipment (PPE).  Some of the ex-

cuses (“they bother me” or “it’s uncom-

fortable”) pale in comparison to the risk of 

a head injury or losing hearing for life.  

Let’s walk through a couple of reasons 

workers offer for not utilizing PPE and 

dispel some of the myths preventing good 

protection. 

“I don’t wear hearing 

protection because I can’t 

hear my co-workers 

when I wear them.”  

In a National Institute for Occupa-

tional Safety and Health (NIOSH) field 

study exploring why noise-exposed work-

ers don’t wear their hearing protection, 

the primary reason given was the worker’s 

fear that it would interfere with communi-

cation and job performance.  For workers 

with normal hearing, the signal-to-noise 

ratio actually improves when wearing ear 

plugs while being surrounded by loud 

noise, such that hearing a conversation is 

easier.  But that is not the case for workers 

with existing hearing loss.  For them, 

wearing hearing protection produces a 

double hearing loss—the attenuation of 

the ear plug overlaid on their existing 

hearing loss. 

Fortunately, manufacturers have 

responded with a number of speech-

friendly hearing protectors.  Some have 

uniform attenuation across all frequen-

cies so that wearing protectors reduces 

volume without distorting conversations 

from co-workers and speech sounds more 

natural. 

“You may not need a 

Safety Hard Hat IF …”  

That’s right, you MAY not need to 

wear a hard hat if (rolling eyes): 

 X-rays show you have 4-inches of skull 

surrounding your brain and all the 

other sensitive wiring above your 

shoulders. 

 

DISPELLING PPE MYTHS 

Safety Hard Hats & Hearing Protection 
 

by Charlie Sanchez 
Safety Manager, City of Amarillo 

Use S.M.A.R.T. 

We’re part of the 

Solution! 
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 You enjoy being the center of atten-

tion—as when that one pound rock is 

pinched by the tires of a grader and 

flies across the road until it is stopped 

by your head! 

“My Hard Hat is TOO 

Hot in the summer…” 

 Tests in hot weather have 

shown that the temperature inside a 

hard hat is 12 degrees cooler than a 

baseball style cap.  Your head is kept 

cool because of the ventilation pro-

vided by air spaces between the 

shell and the suspension. 

“My hard hat is TOO Heavy 

and  Strains my neck …” 

 The weight of the hard hat 

should go unnoticed if the hat is prop-

erly worn and maintained.  The aver-

age safety hat weighs 13 ounces.  Your 

head weighs about 13 pounds.  That is, 

one ounce of protection for every 

pound of head.  It’s a real bargain!  By 

the way, chinstraps are available to af-

ford maximum protection.  Think of 

the limited protection a football player 

would have without a chinstrap on his 

helmet! 

 In closing, “Please Remember 

your Training and Take Safety 

Home!” 

This will be Charlie’s last safety ar-

ticle for TXSWANA. Charlie retired 

from the city of Amarillo at the end 

of June of this year. 

 

  As always, if you have any solid 

waste safety questions, please feel free 

to route them to your resource: The 

Safety Management and Re-

source Team of TXSWANA! 

 The Safety Management and 

Resource Team (SMART) is a net-

work of Safety professionals in the 

solid waste industry, organized to ef-

fectively share methods of injury and 

collision prevention.  Contact the cur-

rent Chair of the SMART Committee, 

Derek Mebane, at (832) 393-0441 to 

obtain safety support, exchange safety 

strategies, or to arrange an onsite au-

dit of your work practices. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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2016 TXSWANA 

Jack C. Carmichael, P.E. 

Scholarships 

 

During the June TxSWANA Board of Directors meeting in 

Denton, the TxSWANA Scholarship  committee  recommended,  

and  the TxSWANA  Board  of  Directors approved the following 

individuals for Scholarships.  Congratulations to each !!!   

Ms. Reza Broun 

Student Member-Univ. of Texas at Arlington 

Arlington, TX 

Ms. Kathleen Carleton 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Michael Carleton 

Dallas, TX 

Ms. Kennedi Zilton 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Edward Zilton, Jr. 

Houston, TX 

Ms. Miranda Rice 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Michael Rice  

Abilene, TX 

Mr. Dawson Hindman 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Bill Hindman  

Dallas, TX 

Ms. Baylee Rejcek 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Dianne Massey 

Waco, TX 

Mr. John Mikolajczyk 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Lawrence Mikolajczyk 

Corpus Christi, TX 

MD Ishtique Hossain 

Student Member-Univ. of Texas at Arlington 

Arlington, TX 
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Michael Vaughns Spirit Award 

TXSWANA Board Member Lonnie Banks (left ) 

with Michael Vaughns (right) at the 2015 TXSWANA 

State Road-e-o competition in Houston 

Brenda Haney (left) presented the Michael 

Vaughns Spirit Award to Michael Rice (right) dur-

ing the 2016 TXSWANA State Road-e-o Awards 

 

In 2015 Michael Vaughns tragically lost his life in the line of 

duty while working for the City of Houston, TX.  Michael 

Vaughns has been an avid supporter of solid waste safety and 

solid waste operations for many years.  Michael previously 

served as the Chairman of the SMART Committee (on more 

than one occasion), and helped that group grow and develop as 

a safety resource for all TXSWANA members.  Michael has also 

been very supportive of the TXSWANA Annual Equipment Road

-e-o, serving as a judge on many occasions. 

In the memory of Michael’s spirit, dedication and commitment, 

TXSWANA has created the Michael Vaughns Spirit Award. 

This year’s award was presented to Michael Rice.  Michael Rice 

worked and served with Michael Vaughns on the SMART Com-

mittee for many years.  In addition, Michael Rice has been a 

long time supporter of the TXSWANA Road-e-o.  When pre-

sented with this award, Mr. Rice said, “I am honored to re-

ceive this award.  Michael was my friend.  He will be 

missed, but he will not be forgotten.” 
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2016 WasteCon Conference 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Aug. 22-25, 2016 

 

2016 SWANA  INTERNATIONAL 

ROAD-E-O 

September 3, 2016 

Dublin, Georgia 

 

2017 TXSWANA Annual 

Conference 

April 9-12, 2017 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

2017 TXSWANA  ROAD-E-O 

June, 2017 

Midland, Texas 

Calendar of Events 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETINGS 

Aug. 26, 2016 Conf. Call 

Sep. 16, 2016 Lubbock 

Oct. 21, 2016 Irving 

Nov. 18, 2016 El Paso 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
=========================================================== 

 We Welcome the Following New Members (through July 30, 2016 )  

Rakib Ahmed U.T.A. 

Salvatore Bartone Austins A Team Disposal  
   and Commercial Services 

Sangeeta Bhattacharjee U.T.A. 

Jobair Bir Alam U.T.A. 

Michael Caldwell Waste Management Inc. 

Arindam Dhar U.T.A. 

Adam D. Dodson City of San Antonio 

Kim Flynn  City of Plano 

Valerie Gonzalez Aransas County 

Ilana Harris  City of Sugarland 

Glenda Kirby  South Padre Island 

Andres Lankenau Ridet Construccion e  
   Infrasestructura 

Kaylee R. Lunn City of Denton 

David E. Matler Matler Associates Inc. 

Noah D. Martini Action Trucking Company 

Natalie N. Mimms City of Huntsville 

Elahe Hosseini Nezhad U.T.A. 

Sara Nichols  State of Texas Alliance for  
   Recycling 

Zane Pace  Smarter Sorting 

Alana P. Taylor City of Denton 

Umme Zakira U.T.A. 

17 


