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 January 2, 2011.  It’s an odd date for new regulations to 
take effect -- you’d normally expect a January 1 effective date.  
But then, greenhouse gas (“GHG”) regulations, and the story 
behind them, are rather odd, so maybe the date makes sense in 
a Zen-like way.  Regardless, the effective date has come and 
gone, with significantly less fanfare than New Years Eve.  But 
the effects of this odd date on solid waste facilities and the entire 
economy will be felt far longer than were the New Year’s cele-
bratory hangovers.  

For many of you, the history of greenhouse gas regula-
tion will be familiar:   

how on April 2, 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued its decision in Massachusetts v. 
EPA, requiring the EPA to either regulate 
greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act 
(“CAA”) or explain why it should not;  

how on January 14, 2010, the EPA’s 
“Endangerment Finding,” in which it deter-
mined that GHGs endanger human health 
and the environment, became effective;  

how on March 29, 2010, EPA reconsidered its 
“Johnson memorandum,” confirming its 
position that once GHGs from mobile 
sources are regulated by the CAA, then 
GHGs from stationary sources become 
automatically subject to the Prevention of 
Significant Deterioration (“PSD”) and Title 
V programs of the CAA;  

how on May 7, 2010, EPA finalized its “light 
duty vehicle rule” to begin regulating 
GHGs from mobile sources on January 
2, 2011;  

how on June 3, 2010, EPA, realizing that 
neither it nor the states that implement 
the CAA have the resources necessary 
to apply the CAA to the millions of 
sources of GHGs covered by the CAA’s 
thresholds, published its final “Tailoring 
Rule” to “tailor” the CAA to phase in 
regulation of GHGs over time; and  

how throughout this entire story, Congress 
has done what it so often does -- noth-
ing; nothing to take over regulation of 
GHGs and nothing to stop the EPA’s 
regulatory wheels from turning steadily 
toward regulation of GHGs.   

 

This article will not dwell on the past; it will focus on 
where GHG regulation is (or is going) now that the effective 
date of the rules has come and gone, and in particular, where 
Texas sources, and particularly solid waste facilities, now 
stand in relation to these new rules. 
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Message from the President   
By  Brenda Haney 

Hello TXSWANA Members and Happy New Year! 
 
  It’s hard to believe that it’s already 2011.  I know 
that 2010 was a challenging year for many of us – both 
professionally and personally but I am excited as we 
look forward to the year ahead. 
 
 First, the 82nd Legislature is in session 
and TXSWANA is already working to support        valu-
able legislation and sometimes, more importantly, work-
ing hard to keep legislation that could be harmful to our 
industry from moving forward. 
 
 The 2011 TXSWANA Conference is fast ap-
proaching!  We will be in Irving this year April 17-20, 
2011 in the brand new Irving Convention Center.  The 
Irving Convention and Visitor’s   Bureau is anxious to 
welcome us all into the LEED Certified Convention Cen-
ter – the first of its kind in Texas!  This year’s event will look to the future in sustaining 
our operations, our workforce, our facilities and our fiscal stability.  Registration pack-
ages will be sent soon – stay tuned for more information! 
 
The 2011 TXSWANA Road-E-O will be in Dallas May 13 & 14.  Plan your trip now for 
some Trash Trucks & Two-Steppin’.  The competition will be held at Hensley Field and 
we will again have the opportunity to have our collection crews compete alongside our 
landfill crews. It is always so much fun to have the entire group at one location – hope 
to see you all there! 
We may still have some tough times and challenges ahead but I am certain of one 
thing if there is one group that can get it done – it is a group of solid waste profession-
als.  A group that everyday proves its commitment and spirit by simply finishing the 
task at hand no matter what the circumstances – trucks are down, partners are ab-
sent, it’s dreadfully hot or cold or pouring down rain.  As we face the challenges of 
2011, take it one day at a time and know that this organization is there to help or sup-
port in any way we can. 
 
Take care and we will see you all in Irving in 2011! 

Brenda Haney 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

TXSWANA Annual Conference 

April 17-20, 2011 

Irving, TX 
This conference will be held in the brand 

new, LEED Certified, 

Irving Convention Center 
Registration packages will be sent soon –  

stay tuned for more information! 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 On January 3, 2011, the Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia issued an order staying EPA’s plan 
to take over GHG permitting in Texas and giving hope to 
the State that GHG regulation might be stopped.  The 
stay was issued “to give the court sufficient opportunity to 
consider the merits of [Texas’] motion for a stay and 
should not be construed in any way as a ruling on the 
merits of that motion.”  However, on January 12, 2011, 
the court lifted the emergency stay, allowing the EPA to 
issue permits for large stationary sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions in Texas while the court further considers 
the merits of the case. 

On that same day, EPA took a step of particular 
importance to solid waste facilities that either convert 
landfill gas to energy or convert waste directly to energy.  
The EPA announced plans to defer, for three years, GHG 
permitting requirements for biogenic carbon dioxide 
(meaning carbon dioxide emissions “generated during the 
combustion or decomposition of biologically based [as 
opposed to fossil-fuel based] material”).  The deferral is 
expected to allow sources that emit carbon dioxide from 

biogenic sources to subtract 
biogenic carbon dioxide from 
their calculations when deter-
mining whether they fall within 
the Tailoring Rule.  Because a 
great deal of a landfill, landfill-
gas-to-energy, or waste-to-
energy, facility’s emissions are 

biogenic, this is particularly important for solid waste fa-
cilities.  During the three year stay, EPA intends to study 
whether biogenic carbon dioxide should be permanently 
excluded from GHG regulations.  Note, however, that this 
rule has not yet been formally proposed, and even when 
proposed, is not expected to affect a facility’s obligations 
to report under the GHG monitoring rule.   

For those that still fall within the Tailoring Rule’s 
reach, this state of affairs puts those needing PSD per-
mits squarely in the crossfire between the two agencies.  
Potential permittees can choose to:  (1) put off invest-
ments in construction and/or modifications that might trig-
ger PSD permitting until the status of GHG regulation is 
more certain; (2) apply to EPA for an additional permit 
that does reflect BACT for GHGs; or (3) construct and 

Under the Tailoring Rule, starting on January 2, 
2011, and continuing for six months thereafter (Phase 1), 
the only sources that will be subject to GHG regulations are 
those sources already subject to the PSD and Title V pro-
grams.  Those facilities that open their existing PSD permits, 
or are required to have a new PSD permit for some pollutant 
other than GHGs, will be required to incorporate Best Avail-
able Control Technology (“BACT”) for GHGs into their per-
mits.  Following Phase 1 and for the following two years 
(Phase 2), new facilities that emit 100,000 tons per year of 
GHGs (measured as CO2e), and existing facilities that emit 
100,000 tons of CO2e per year, will be required to obtain a 
PSD permit and to implement BACT for their GHG emis-
sions.  What happens in Phase 3 has not been proposed, 
but an additional rulemaking in 2011 to address GHG emis-
sions for other sources post-2016 is promised.  

But Texas, along with several other states and in-
dustry groups, has filed suit in federal court in the District of 
Columbia against the EPA, arguing that the EPA lacks the 
authority to regulate GHGs in the way it is proposing.  Texas 
asked the court to stay implementation of the pro-
posed GHG regulations, which motion was denied 
on December 10, 2010.  Texas alone has none-
theless refused to implement the GHG regulations 
pending the outcome of the case.  In a letter dated 
August 2, 2010, Bryan Shaw, Chairman of the 
TCEQ, and Greg Abbott, the Attorney General of 
Texas, advised the EPA of Texas’ position that 
“Texas has neither the authority nor the intention 
of interpreting, ignoring, or amending its laws in order to 
compel the permitting of greenhouse gas emissions.”   

 Since Texas has made clear that it will not impose 
GHG requirements on PSD permits, the EPA has made it 
equally clear, in a letter dated December 23, 2010, entitled 
“Open Letter to Permit Holders and Interested Members of 
the Public,” that “GHG permitting in Texas will be handled 
directly by EPA beginning on January 2, 2011.”  According 
to the letter, EPA’s Region 6 office will be “handling the per-
mit application process, including the application reviews, 
BACT determinations, permit construction, and federal pub-
lic notice and comment provisions of PSD greenhouse gas 
permitting for sources in Texas.”  The letter further states 
that “EPA intends to fully enforce the greenhouse gas provi-
sions of the Clean Air Act.” 

Continued on page 6 

“GHG permitting in Texas 

will be handled directly by 

EPA beginning on January 

2, 2011. 
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operate under a Texas-issued PSD permit that does 
not reflect BACT for GHGs.   

All of these options carry certain risks.  For 
those who put off making investments while awaiting 
certainty, there is no way to predict how long it will be 
before that certainty comes.  Such certainty would re-
quire that:  (1) Congress act to preempt the EPA from 
regulating GHGs; (2) the courts find that the EPA does 
not have authority to regulate GHGs and all appeals 
have been exhausted; or (3) the courts find that the 
EPA does have authority to regulate GHGs, all appeals 
have been exhausted, and Texas promulgates regula-
tions to cover GHGs.  Only the first option could pro-
vide certainty in a relatively short period of time.  

Those persons who apply to the EPA for per-
mitting of GHGs risk the time and expense of complet-
ing two separate applications, and submitting those 
applications to two separate reviewing authorities that 
are already at odds, and negotiating a final permit (or 
set of permits) that harmoniously incorporates the re-
quirements of each.  This course of action risks that at 
some point after significant time and resources have 
been expended, either Congress or the courts act to 
remove or modify the EPA’s authority to regulate 
GHGs. 

Entities who construct facilities and operate 
them under a Texas-issued PSD permit that does not 
reflect BACT for GHGs also accept several risks.  The 
most obvious risks are enforcement by the EPA and 
legal challenges to permits by protestants.  The less 
obvious risk is getting pulled into the EPA’s regulatory 
scheme even after having survived the risk of enforce-
ment and legal challenges.  All PSD permits are re-
quired to be reflected in a facility’s Title V permit, which 
must be periodically renewed, and TCEQ rules provide 
the EPA with an opportunity to review and object to a 
Title V permit renewal.  The EPA has shown that it is 
willing to object to, and even federalize, Title V permit 
renewal applications, as it has done recently with re-
spect to flexible Title V permits and to Title V permits 
that incorporate underlying permits by reference.  The 
EPA is likely to object to any facility’s Title V permit 
where that Title V permit incorporates an underlying 

PSD permit that does not include GHG BACT if EPA believes 
that GHG BACT is required.  Although a Title V applicant is 
protected by the “application shield,” allowing it to continue to 
operate pending approval of its Title V application, EPA could 
federalize, and then deny, a Title V renewal application that 
does not contain GHG BACT.  Once a renewal application 
has been denied (as opposed to having been objected to), a 
facility could not legally continue to operate. 

Some members of Congress have indicated their 
desire to curb EPA’s GHG regulatory authority, but are still 
very early in the process.  Republicans in the House have 
proposed three different bills that would either eliminate, de-
lay, or cut funding for GHG regulation by the EPA.  In the 
Senate, Senator Jay Rockefeller, a Democrat from West Vir-
ginia, has stated that he plans to reintroduce his bill from the 
previous session that would delay GHG regulation.  Because 
new bills cannot be introduced in the Senate yet, this bill 
would not hit the floor until January 25, 2011 at the earliest. 

 In the meantime, the EPA has announced that, in 
response to two separate lawsuits settled in December, it 
intends to propose new source performance standards 
(“NSPS”) for GHG emissions from both electric generation 
units and refineries.  NSPS standards differ from BACT stan-
dards in that, where BACT standards require a case-by-case 
analysis, NSPS standards set a baseline for emissions com-
mon to all facilities of a specific type.  Under the settlements, 
the EPA is required to issue the NSPS standards for electric 
generation units by July 26, 2011, to finalize those standards 
by May 26, 2012, to issue the NSPS standards for refineries 
by December 15, 2011, and to finalize those standards by 
November 15, 2012.  Those rules can be expected to draw 
further legal challenges. 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Paul Gosselink is the head of the Firm’s Air & Waste Prac-
tice Group and counsels clients on many issues related to 
climate change and carbon credits.  Jeff Reed is an Associ-
ate in the Air & Waste Practice Group. If you have any 
questions about these programs or what    projects might 
be eligible, you may contact Paul Gosselink at 
pgosselink@lglawfirm.com or 512-322-5882 and Jeffrey 
Reed at jreed@lglawfirm.com or 512-322-5885 

mailto:pgosselink@lglawfirm.com�
mailto:jreed@lglawfirm.com�
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EWS Wins Two Green3 Awards and 
Statewide Recognition 

The City of Garland’s Environmental Waste Services Department was recently honored with 
two first place Green3 Awards from the North Central Texas Recycling Association and 
three second place awards from the State of Texas Association of Recycling. 

The NTRCA Radical Recycling on Campus award recognized the partnership between EWS and 
Garland Independent School District (GISD) as they rolled out the single stream recycling initiative, 
proving that education, cooperation and financial incentives are keys to a successful recycling      
program.  In August, 2009, single stream recycling was introduced to all 80 GISD campuses.  GISD 
and EWS collaborated to create a recycling video, classroom posters and container signage to ensure 
that all students, faculty and administrative personnel were educated on what to recycle and how to 
minimize contamination.  From August of 2009 through May of 2010, GISD recycled 543.5 tons of        
materials and saved more than $120,000 in disposal costs, in addition to making $6,000 on their 
rebate program with the recycling processor.  

GISD representatives Jeanette O’Neal and Charles Alexander and EWS representative 
Glenna Brown accept the Radical Recycling on Campus Award from Shirlene Sitton, 
NTCRA Vice President 

(Continued on page 8) 



The Lone Star 

8 

EWS Wins Two Green3 Awards and 
Statewide Recognition  

The City of Garland’s Environmental Waste Services Department was recently honored with two first place 
Green3 Awards from the North Central Texas Recycling Association and three second place awards from the 
State of Texas Association of Recycling. 

The NTRCA Radical Recycling on Campus award recognized the partnership between EWS and 
Garland Independent School District (GISD) as they rolled out the single stream recycling initiative, 
proving that education, cooperation and financial incentives are keys to a successful recycling pro-
gram.  In August, 2009, single stream recycling was introduced to all 80 GISD campuses.  GISD and 
EWS collaborated to create a recycling video, classroom posters and container signage to ensure 
that all students, faculty and administrative personnel were educated on what to recycle and how to 
minimize contamination.  For August, 2009 through May, 2010, GISD recycled 543.5 tons of materi-
als and saved more than $120,000 in disposal costs, in addition to making $6,000 on their rebate 
program with the recycling processor. 

The Completely Looped Recycled Product Award honored EWS and Elbert Liu, a Garland 
resident, who first attended one of the EWS backyard composting classes in May, 2009.  Elbert’s 
goal in attending the class was to learn about composting, but the “bonus,” as he calls it, was the 
course chapter on worm composting.  That introduction to vermicomposting lead Elbert in June, 
2009 to start his own worm composting business that has turned into a profitable business venture, 
while significantly impacting his waste stream.  He has also invented products which are attracting 
more interest in the vermicomposting process because his products, including a sifting system and 
drying system, all made from reclaimed materials, are easy to use and make harvesting the compost 
much easier and faster.  He is already being recognized for his meticulous research in the worm 
composting process.    

The state recognition included second place honors for EWS in the Outstanding Recycling Special Event and 
Outstanding Composting categories and EWS and GISD in the Outstanding Recycling Partnership category.  

Garland resident Elbert 
Liu and Glenna Brown 
receive the Completely 
Looped Recycled 
Product Award from 
Shirlene Sitton, NTRCA 
President 
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Frostbite Factsheet 
Exposure 
Frostbite occurs when the tissues of the skin freeze. This happens during prolonged exposure to cold weather or 
even after a few minutes in extremely low temperatures. Fingers, toes, ear lobes, and the tip of the nose are the 
most vulnerable to frostbite. Workers can be at an  increased risk to frostbite because of factors such as exhaus‐
tion, hunger, and dehydration, which further lower the body’s defenses against cold‐related conditions. 
Frostbite is divided into three categories: 
Frostnip, a person experiences loss of feeling and white or pale appearance in fingers, toes, ear lobes, and tip of 

the nose. 
Superficial frostbite, the outer layer of skin feels hard and frozen and blisters. 
Deep frostbite, the underlying tissues of the skin is hard and frozen and the skin appears blotchy and may have 

blisters. 
 
Prevention 
Employers and workers can take steps to reduce the potential dangers of frostbite. 
Train workers about cold‐related conditions. 
Recognize the workplace con‐ditions that lead to potential cold induced illness and injuries. 
Watch for symptoms of frostbitten skin. 
Be extremely cautious in the wind.  
Encourage workers to wear proper clothing for cold, wet, and windy conditions.  
Encourage workers to wear a hat, gloves, and a “cold weather mask 
Be sure that workers take frequent short breaks in warm dry shelters. 
Avoid exhaustion or fatigue because energy is needed to keep muscles warm. 
Use the buddy system – work in pairs so that one worker can recognize danger signs.  
Drink plenty of fluids that are warm and sweet, avoid drinks with caffeine or alcohol. 
Eat warm, high‐calorie foods regularly.  
Check your skin frequently for any signs of frost‐bite. 
 

Signs of Hypothermia (abnormally low body temperature) 
If a worker shows signs of hypothermia: 
• call for emergency help immediately; 
• move person to a warm, dry area; 
• remove any wet clothing and replace with warm dry clothing; 
• take pressure off the affected area; 
• don’t allow the person to smoke cigarettes, since nicotine constricts the blood vessels; 
• don’t rub the affected area, as this causes more tissue damage; 
• keep any blisters intact; and 
• once thawed, wrap affected areas in clean ban‐dages. 

 

This Fact Sheet was produced with information from the Metropolitan Ambulance Service, (Victoria, Australia), Texas Health Department, Occupa‐
tional Safety and Health Administration, and the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI), Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC). 

Employers and workers 
should  always  check 
local weather  forecasts 
for  information  on 
temperature  and  wind 
chill  to  prevent  cold‐
related  conditions  like 
frost‐bite. 

The Safety Management and Resource Team is a network of 
Safety professionals organized to effectively share methods of 
injury and collision prevention.  Contact David Vartian at 214-671-
0229 to obtain safety support, exchange safety strategies, or to 
arrange an onsite audit of your work practices. 

Use S.M.A.R.T. 

We’re part of the Solution! 
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2011 TXSWANA 

Jack C. Carmichael, P.E. 

Scholarships 

The Texas Chapter of SWANA will once again in 2011 offer scholarships for college students.  This 
excellent Scholarship Program has awarded over $62,000 in Scholarships since its inception.  To be 
eligible for the scholarship you must be the son, daughter, stepson, stepdaughter, grandson or 
granddaughter of a TXSWANA member in good standing at the time of recommendation, the selec-
tion, and the award, 

-and- 

A. A graduating high school senior, or graduate equivalent certified candidate, who has been accepted for 
enrollment in a junior college, four-year college or university, 

-or- 
B. A currently enrolled full-time college or university student. 

If you are interested in applying, an Application Form is available on line at the TXSWANA web site 
at www.txswana.org under the “Education” link on the home page.   

You may also request a form by mail from: 

    Robert H. “Holly” Holder, P.E. 

    Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. 

    4222 85th Street 

    Lubbock, TX  79423 

In addition, you may call Holly at: (806) 473-3526, or contact him by email at: hholder@team-psc.com 

 

The deadline for  submission of the application is Friday, June 10, 2011. 

 

Winners will be announced in August 2011. 

 

 

2011  TXSWANA  Road-E-O 

May 13-14, 2011 

Dallas, TX 

SAVE THE DATE 

http://www.txswana.org/�
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2011   TXSWANA                       
Annual    Conference  

April 17-20 

Irving, TX 

 

2o11 TXSWANA Road-E-O 

May 13-14, 2011 

Dallas, TX 

 

Calendar of Events 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETINGS 

 

February 18,  2011      Dallas 

March 18,  2011           Houston 

April 20, 2011              Irving 

May 13,  2011                Dallas 

June 17,  2011           San Antonio 

July 15, 2011            Austin 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
                          ================================================ 

 We Welcome the Following New Members (Through January 12, 2011)  

Richard Abramowitz—WM Recycle America 

Daniel Crociata—Greenstar North America 

Jay Dinklage—Dinklage Oil LLC 

Christopher Ford—City of College Sation 

Willie Herrera—City of Brownsfield 

Gena McKinley—City of Austin 

Charles Plouse—Rush Truck Center 

Robert Ramirez—City of Lamesa 
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Let’s Talk Legislative Trash   
By Brian Sledge & Mindy Martinez 
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The 82nd Legislative Session is well under way with only a few 
days to go.  So far (knock on wood), this session has not had any 
major stalls in the legislative process.  Committees are conduct-
ing meetings, bills are being heard on the House and Senate 
floors, business as usual under the pink dome. 

Many bills of interest to the solid waste industry have been filed 
regarding municipal solid waste permitting and regulations, re-
cycling, buffer zones for facilities, noise restrictions, renewable 
energy, air contaminants, and others.  At the time this article was 
written, most of the bills negatively impacting the municipal 
solid waste industry have little chance of passing on their own, 
although there is always a chance they can be amended and 
added onto another bill, gaining new life in the waning days of 
the session. Below are a few of the highlights of the session from 
an industry perspective. 

Bills That May Still Become Law:   

These bills are far enough along in the process at the time of arti-
cle submission to stand a reasonable chance of passing the Texas 
Legislature.   

Plastic grocery bags:  There were a number of bills filed this 
session to address recycling of  plastic bags from groceries and 
other stores to attempt to establish a uniform statewide policy 
designed to reduce their usage.  Senate Bill 908 (SB 908) by Sen. 
Fraser still has legs, and would require large businesses to sell 
reusable carryout bags at a reasonable price, to provide employee 
training regarding reusable bags, to maintain a recycling pro-
gram for plastic bags, and to maintain records of the amount of 
bags recycled by the business. 

Demolition Waste in Small Cities:  SB 1258 by Sen. Duncan 
(and House companion HB 2013 by Rep. Hardcastle) requires 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to 
adopt rules to create a process by which to issue a permit by rule 

to authorize certain cities or counties with a populations of 
10,000 or less to dispose of demolition waste from certain 
abandoned buildings or buildings found to be a nuisance. The 
bill is being pushed by rural county judges to attempt to dis-
pose of demolition waste from abandoned buildings in rural 
west Texas towns and cities to address health and safety con-
cerns caused by rodents, collapsing buildings, and possible fire 
dangers.  The bill would be limited to a county or city with a 
population of 10,000 or less to dispose of demolition waste 
from a building if the disposal occurs on land that the county 
or municipality owns or controls and that would qualify for an 
arid exemption under TCEQ rules. The bill makes these provi-
sions apply only to a building that has been abandoned or 
found to be a nuisance; acquired by the county or municipality 
by means of bankruptcy, tax delinquency, or condemnation; 
and previously owned by a person not financially capable of 
paying the costs of the disposal of demolition waste at a per-
mitted solid waste disposal facility, including transportation of 
the waste to the facility. The bill requires TCEQ to adopt rules 
to control the collection, handling, storage, processing, and 
disposal of demolition waste to protect public and private 
property, rights-of-way, groundwater, and any other right that 
requires protection. 

TV Recycling:   SB 329 by Sen. Watson from Austin relates 
to the sale, recovery, and recycling of certain television equip-
ment.  The bill as filed amends Chapter 361, Health and Safety 
Code, to establish a comprehensive program for the recycling 
of television equipment. The bill requires television manufac-
turers to take back and recycle a percentage of their Texas 
market-share and provide consumers with convenient alterna-
tives to the disposal of televisions in Texas landfills and incin-
erators.  It requires the TCEQ to develop an informational 
website and hotline to inform and educate the public about the 
program, and to establish an annual statewide recycling rate 
for television equipment. It also authorizes TCEQ to audit, 
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Message from the President   
By  Brenda Haney 

Wow what a week!  We sure enjoyed having you all here in Irving 

at the annual conference and we hope you enjoyed your time as 

well!  The technical sessions covered an array of timely topics, the 

keynote speakers provided some new perspectives on how we do 

business in today‟s world, and the exhibitors provided the hands 

on perspective we all need – great work everyone!  I would like to 

extend a HUGE THANK YOU to our sponsors!  You are all terrific 

partners in our industry and we can only accomplish our mission 

with your support and participation!  Thank you for all that you 

do for TxSWANA. 

Now that the annual conference is behind us, it is time to look 

ahead to our annual Road-E-O.  This year‟s event will be May 13th 

& 14th in the fabulous City of Dallas.  I know Ron Smith and his 

team are working tirelessly to put together a top notch event.  

This is always such a great event where our operators get to show 

off their skills and go head-to-head with their peers from across the state.  There are some friendly 

rivalries from around the state that are a lot of fun to watch as the competition rolls on.  We hope to 

see you all in Dallas for some Trash Trucks & Two-Steppin‟. 

The 82nd Legislature continues to move ahead and so far all is going well for us in the solid waste in-

dustry. There are some good bills in this session that would specifically support landfill gas to energy 

and renewable energy credits for landfill gas but these bills are unlikely to pass because of the associ-

ated fiscal note.  We will continue to champion legislation that supports the solid waste industry in 

Texas and we will provide you an update when the legislative session is over. 

Also, as your president I am here to serve you – if there is something that TxSWANA can do for you 

please let me know.  The association and the Board are a tremendous resource and I would like to 

encourage you all to get involved! 

Finally, as we closed this year‟s conference we also closed the formal relationship with Dr. Richard 

Carmichael, P.E. as the Manager of the Municipal Solid Waste Permits Section, Waste Permits Divi-

sion, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  Dr. Carmichael announced his retirement from 

the TCEQ.  It has been a pleasure to work with Dr. Carmichael over the years and we wish him the 

very best in his future endeavors. 

Brenda Haney 
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(Continued from page 1) the statewide electronic reporting system and database; and 

(6) from fines collected and distributed to the DPS for viola-
tions of metal recycling laws, mandate DPS by rule to establish 
and implement a grant program to provide funding to assist 
local law enforcement agencies in preventing the theft of regu-
lated metals. 

State Purchase of Recycled Products:  Current state law 
requires that the Texas Facilities Commission and Texas state 
agencies give preference to the purchase of recycled products,  
including recycled paper and motor oil that contains at least 25 
percent recycled oil. HB 3395 by Rep. Callegari purports to 
address the higher cost of these recycled products by making 
such purchases by state agencies permissive, rather than man-
datory, if the cost of the recycled product on average is more 
than 10 percent greater than a comparable non-recycled prod-
uct. 

Impact Analyses of TCEQ Rules:  HB 125 by Rep. Legler 
would require the TCEQ to incorporate into the fiscal note for 
a proposed rule a draft impact analysis describing the antici-
pated effects of the proposed rule. 

Used/Scrap Tires: Illegal Dumping:  HB 405 by Rep. 
Quintanilla seeks to address the dumping of tires in many ar-
eas of the state, including dumping by transporters, by over-
hauling the manifest and disposal requirements to ensure tires 
are transported to an appropriate facility, requiring a political 
subdivision to disclose instances of tire dumping, and impos-
ing criminal penalties for the most egregious acts to increase 
the punishment for the unlawful dumping of tires.  The bill 
prohibits a person from storing more than 500 used or scrap 
tires unless the tires are shredded, split, or quartered as pro-
vided by TCEQ rule, with certain exceptions.  It requires a 
transporter who transports used or scrap tires for storage or 
disposal to maintain records and use a manifest or other ap-
propriate documentation system as provided by TCEQ rule to 
ensure those tires are transported to an appropriate site as set 
forth in the bill or allowed by TCEQ rule. The bill requires 
TCEQ by rule to authorize the transportation of used or scrap 
tires to a facility that will reuse the tires beneficially for pur-
poses such as energy recovery, tire-derived fuel, septic drain 
fields, rubber mulch, crumb rubber, or reclamation projects, 
but prohibits a person from disposing of used or scrap tires in 
a facility that is not permitted by TCEQ for that purpose. 

Used/Scrap Tires: Illegal Dumping:  SB 1471 by Sen. 
Hinojosa overhauls the regulatory requirements for land recla-
mation projects using tires (LRPUTs).  LRPUTS are projects to 
fill, rehabilitate, improve, or restore already excavated, dete-
riorated, or disturbed land, using no more than 50 percent by 
volume of tire pieces along with inert fill materials, to restore 
the land to its approximate natural grade and to prepare or 
reclaim the land for reuse.  Under current law, only TCEQ and 
local fire marshals may comment on or participate in the re-
view of application for LRPUTs.  S.B. 1471 requires TCEQ to 
obtain comments from the governing body of a municipality, 
county, or regional planning commission, or groundwater con-
servation districts, prior to awarding a permit for a LRPUT 
that is within their boundaries or ETJ.  The bill sets a 60-day 
comment period for this.  It also directs TCEQ to revise the 
current rules governing shredded tire disposal sites.  The rules 
shall prescribe minimum standards to 

inspect, and enforce regulations against retailers and recycling 
facilities implementing the program and requires TCEQ to pro-
vide an annual report to the Legislature regarding the program. 

Liquid Wastes:  There are a couple of bills addressing liquid 
wastes that appear likely to survive the session.  First, HB 2551 by 
Rep. Chisum of Pampa requires a person who wants to avoid ob-
taining a waste processing permit or avoid paying the cost of 
proper disposal of grit trap waste to provide scientific evidence 
demonstrating application of the waste to the soil has agronomic 
value and does not harm the environment. Currently, grit trap 
waste may be mixed with municipal sludge and applied to land 
under the classification of recycling, allowing processors to avoid 
the costs of disposal at a landfill while potentially avoiding the 
requirement to obtain a permit for their waste processing activi-
ties.  The bill provides standards currently absent from state law 
for determining whether these types of activities are, in fact, recy-
cling. 

The other liquid waste bill still moving through the process is HB 
1914 by Rep. Wayne Smith, Chairman of the House Environ-
mental Regulation Committee.  HB 1914 allows TCEQ to require 
financial assurance as a condition of a permit or registration for 
the collection, transportation, or processing of grit trap waste or 
grease trap waste at certain commercial or municipal solid waste 
facilities.  It does not apply to a facility owned by, operated by, or 
affiliated with a local government or a person that has a permit to 
dispose of municipal solid waste.  The stated purpose of the bill is 
to address costs to the state and local governments for cleanup of 
non-disposal commercial waste management sites due to low fi-
nancial assurance by ensuring that operators have the financial 
resources necessary to address spills as a result of operations.  A 
Senate bill addressing similar issues, SB 1520 by Senator Uresti, is 
also still moving through the legislative system. 

TCEQ Sunset:  The good news on the TCEQ Sunset (or reau-
thorization) bill, HB 2694 by Rep. Wayne Smith, is that it has not 
been loaded up with any amendments negatively impacting the 
solid waste industry.  The other news is that it appears highly 
likely the TCEQ will, indeed, be reauthorized. 

Metal Recycling Entities:  HB 1933 by Rep. Wayne Smith ad-
dresses the theft of certain metals by revising the prior laws relat-
ing to the regulation of metal recycling entities, including the im-
position of a penalty for violations. This very lengthy bill amends 
the Occupations Code to: (1) add various items, including fire hy-
drants, an item with the logo of a governmental entity or utility, 
and wire that has been burned to remove the insulation, to the list 
of regulated metals under state law; (2) provide that a county, 
city, or other political subdivision may require the purchase re-
cords of regulated metals to contain a clear and legible thumb-
print of the seller; (3) provide that a county, city, or other political 
subdivision that issues a license or permit to a metal recycling 
entity shall issue a notice to an owner or operator that is operating 
without the license or permit informing the owner or operator 
that the owner or operator may be subject to criminal and civil 
penalties if the owner or operator does not submit an application 
for the appropriate license or permit; (4) provide that a person 
commits a misdemeanor if the person owns or operates a metal 
recycling entity and does not submit an application for the appro-
priate license or permit; (5) authorize the Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) to enter into contracts relating to the operation of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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protect soil and water, and adopt new application forms and 
procedures for these types of permits.  This bill also grants 
TCEQ the authority to revoke permits and deny applications 
for shredded tire disposal sites if reasons concerning public 
health and safety, air or water pollution, or land use are 
identified. 

Mercury-Added Thermostat Recycling:  HB 695 by 
Rep. Allen establishes a recycling program for mercury-
added thermostats. The program is to be administered by 
thermostat manufacturers, which are required to collect, 
handle, transport, and recycle or dispose of out-of-service 
mercury-added thermostats. It requires manufacturers to 
provide collection bins to wholesalers and, by request, to 
local governments. It requires manufacturers to provide non
-financial incentives and education to contractors and ser-
vice technicians to encourage them to return the thermo-
stats to collection points. It sets forth progress report re-
quirements for the manufacturers and TCEQ. Contractors 
are required to take removed mercury-added thermostats to 
collection points.  This bill is similar in nature to the recov-
ery and recycling program created for mercury switches in 
automobiles in 2005. 

Plastic Bulk Containers:  A problem has developed with 
the theft of plastic bulk merchandise containers because 
they can be resold for cash to individuals who are in the 
business of recycling, shredding, or destroying the contain-
ers. HB 1648 by Rep. Wayne Smith seeks to deter this type 
of theft by prohibiting an individual from purchasing plastic 
bulk merchandise containers with cash and by requiring 
records be kept on the method of payment. 

Bills That Will Likely Fail to Pass:    

There have been many bills that could impact the solid waste 
industry that appear to have stalled out in the legislative 
process as of the time this article was submitted.  These bills 
most likely will fail to pass during the current legislative 
session.  

Disposal of Electronic Equipment:  HB 821 by Rep. 
Farrar would have prohibited a person from intentionally or 
knowingly disposing of used electronic equipment that is 
eligible for collection under a manufacturer's recovery plan 
in a municipal solid waste landfill or incinerator. TxSWANA 
worked with other industry stakeholders to try to fashion a 
committee substitute that would acceptably limit penalty 
exposure for MSW owners and operators for accepting such 
waste, but the negotiations ultimately failed to produce a bill 
that could be voted out of committee.   

Buffer Zones:  A number of bills were filed this session 
that would have authorized counties to adopt buffer zone 
requirements between industrial facilities and various other 
types of land use.  Many of the bills were structured in a 
manner that could have included municipal solid waste fa-
cilities.   

Noise Regulations:  Several bills regarding the regulation 
of sound levels were filed, HB 190 by Rep. Walle, HB 2023 

by Rep. McClendon and HB 2687 by Rep. Lucio III.  All three bills 
amend Chapter 240, Local Government Code, to allow by order, 
the county commissioner‟s court to regulate sound levels.  
TxSWANA always closely monitors such bills to prevent them from 
impacting operations. 

Landfill Gas to Energy:  TxSWANA supported a number of bills 
that would have helped landfill gas to energy projects including SB 
1591 by Sen. Duncan and several House bills. 

SB 1591 would have expanded the total amount of non-wind energy 
to be installed in Texas by 2018 and required the Public Utility 
Commission to adopt rules to establish minimum annual renew-
able energy requirements for the installation of new non-wind gen-
erating capacity for electricity providers, including specific escalat-
ing annual requirements for landfill gas energy.  This bill and the 
required PUC rules were intended to create a market for the sale of 
renewable energy credits for new non-wind renewable electric gen-
eration within Texas to assist in the genesis of landfill gas energy 
and other renewable energy projects. These various bills were op-
posed by the Governor‟s office as imposing additional fees on con-
sumers, even though estimated fees were anticipated to be mini-
mal, which led to them stalling out in the legislative process. It is 
hoped by proponents that some of the issues can nonetheless be 
addressed through an impending PUC rulemaking under existing 
law. 

MWS Notice Requirements:  HB 918 by Rep. Allen would have 
imposed additional notice requirements by applicants before sub-
mitting an application for a solid waste facility permit. 

Waste Reduction Committee:  HB 1775 by Rep. Allen would 
have created a waste reduction stakeholders committee to conduct 
a study regarding waste reduction in the state and preparing a 
statewide waste reduction plan to be presented to the Legislature.   

Temporary Construction Waste:  HB 3600 by Rep. Garza 
would have helped clarify current law on a city‟s ability to enter 
into exclusive contracts or franchises for collection and transporta-
tion of temporary construction waste (roll-off boxes) by deleting 
Section 364.034(h), Health and Safety Code. 

County MSW Regulation in City ETJ:  HB 2025 by Rep. 
McClendon, which was bracketed to apply only to Bexar County, 
would have amended Chapter 364, Health and Safety Code, to al-
low the commissioners court by rule to regulate solid waste collec-
tion, handling, storage, and disposal by establishing a mandatory 
program in an area located within the ETJ of a city if the area had a 
population density of more than 3,000 persons per square mile 
and the commissioners court or the governing body of the city de-
termined that the area has an established problem with the illegal 
dumping of household garbage.  

C & D Waste Disposal Fee:  HB 1847 by Rep. Farrar would have 
imposed an additional MSW tipping fee for the disposal of certain 
construction or demolition waste.   

(Continued from page 5) 

This article was prepared by Brian Sledge and Mindy Martinez of Lloyd 
Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C.'s Government Relations Practice 
Group. Both are registered lobbyists with the Texas Ethics Commission. If 
you have any questions concerning legislative issues or would like addi-
tional information concerning the firm’s legislative tracking and monitor-
ing services or legislative consulting services, please contact Brian at (512) 
322-5839 or bsledge@lglawfirm.com or Mindy at (512) 322-5824 or mmar-
tinez@lglawfirm.com. 
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Your Health is in Your Hands 
Garbage stinks.  It attracts flies, bees, wasps, cockroaches and rats.  People who have colds, flu and any num-
ber of ailments dispose of tissues, bandages, etc. in the trash.  As sanitation professionals, sometimes we for-
get why we‟re doing this in the first place – to provide a clean and healthy environment in our cities and 
towns.  And when we forget that, we also forget that we need to take precautions ourselves. 

Hopefully, you‟re using gloves when you pick up cans or carts.   Even if you never touch a container you‟re still 
touching and cleaning your truck, which comes in contact with all manner of  “interesting” substances.  Your 
gloves do a good job of protecting your hands, but become contaminated themselves with use.  When you take 
them off, remember they‟re dirty – be aware of where you put them, and wash your hands after you handle 
them.   If they are made of a washable material, you might want to consider throwing them in the wash at the 
end of the week. 

Do you smoke?  Where have your hands (gloves) been recently?  It‟s something to think about as you touch 
that cigarette and light up. 

Hand washing is one of the most effective ways to prevent illness.  In the wake of concerns about the H1N1 
virus, a lot of effort has been made in educating people on how to wash their hands in a manner that really 
will remove germs.  The current advice is to: 

1. Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold) and apply soap. 

2. Rub your hands together to make a lather and scrub them well; be sure to 
scrub the backs of your hands, between your fingers, and under your nails. 

3. Continue rubbing your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the 
"Happy Birthday" song from beginning to end twice. 

4. Rinse your hands well under running water. 

Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them. 

Try also to keep your hands away from the “T-zone” – the eyes, nose and mouth.  
These provide nice, warm, moist access points for bacteria to enter your body. 

Alcohol-based gels can be used if you are unable to wash your hands.  Check to 
make sure that the sanitizer has at least 60% alcohol.  Sanitizing gels are not as 
effective on hands with visible dirt, so try to get to somewhere where you can 
give your hands a good scrubbing as soon as you can.  (Don‟t forget your nails.) 

For more information on the importance of hand washing and its role in the prevention of disease, visit the 
Centers for Disease Control‟s hand washing page at http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/.     Put „er there, pal! 

The Safety Management and Resource Team is a network of 

Safety professionals organized to effectively share methods of 

injury and collision prevention.  Contact David Vartian at 214-671-

0229 to obtain safety support, exchange safety strategies, or to 

arrange an onsite audit of your work practices. 

Use S.M.A.R.T. 

We’re part of the Solution! 

http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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The Irving Convention Center was the site of the 2011 TxSWANA Annual Conference, held 18 – 20 April.  This year‟s theme focused on Sus-

tainability – from people, to the planet, to prosperity.  To kick off this year‟s event, the annual golf tournament teed off Monday morning at 

Riverchase Golf Club in Coppell, Texas.  While the temperatures were mild and the sun was shining, the wind was also blowing!  It seems as 

though the golfers adjusted and did just fine.  Team Stamps that included golfers Trey Stamps, Justin Kelley, Jerry Milano & Kyle Kummer 

took first place; the second place team included Mike Foley, David Schoener, Henry Rosales and Doug Seismore; Harry Hayes from the City of 

Houston won the longest drive contest; and Dave Crafton took the closest to the pin award – congratulations to you all! 

Monday afternoon offered the opportunity to take in some unique tours.  This year the group toured the West Irving Library, the Irving ISD 

Lady Bird Johnson Middle School, and the Irving Convention Center.  Each of these venues offered an opportunity to see sustainable construc-

tion and LEED certified facilities up close and how these facilities in operation and under construction can impact the solid waste industry.  

Those on the tour had the opportunity to put their hands on a geothermal heating and cooling system in the first net-zero public library in the 

State, learn about a cafeteria food pulper to prepare this waste stream for composting in the largest net zero middle school in the State, and to 

see the behind scenes of the State‟s first LEED certified convention center.  Monday night Irving rolled out the red carpet and their very own 

“trash can drum line” to welcome everyone to this year‟s conference and to officially open this year‟s conference with the Grand Opening Re-

ception. 

Tuesday and Wednesday were jam-packed with educational opportunities with 18 technical sessions covering every aspect of the solid waste 

industry from field safety with topics on blood borne pathogens in the solid waste collections to railroad safety, to using camera technology to 

monitor and modify driver habits to the latest in technology with topics addressing water balance cover in Texas to LEED certified facilities to 

using CQA in landfill gas system construction to what is in our future with topics on the current legislative session, to managing prescription 

drugs in our waste streams to educating our future leaders to GHG regulations.  The presentations this year were first class and all of the 

speakers are a reflection of all of the great things happening in the solid waste profession in Texas – great job to you all!  Your expertise and the 

topics you presented provided not only valuable insight into all areas of our profession but also provided valuable continuing education credits 

needed by many of our chapter‟s licensed professionals. 

Tuesday night we revved up our Harley‟s and enjoyed a night of music, poker and great food at the Circle R Ranch.  The Circle R Ranch offered 

a “Texas-sized” experience in the rolling hills of north Texas.  The night started off unlike any other with roaring Harley Davidson motorcycles 

in honor of our Past President Ron Smith who is a huge enthusiast.  The band kept us entertained all night and even kept the dance floor hop-

ping.  The weather made for a perfect evening out on the back patio or for those who pitched horseshoes.  It was a great evening and full of fun 

for all who came out.  The night wrapped up with a special Harley ride for Ron Smith. 

Our exhibitors out-did themselves this year and it was especially great to have everyone 

together inside the convention center on the exhibit hall floor.  It has been a number of 

years since we were able to have everyone inside the exhibit hall and with the wind howl-

ing outside it was really great to be able to enjoy each exhibitor and visit with them about 

their products and services without being blown away by the wind.  From all of the com-

ments received, it seems that the exhibitors enjoyed it as well.  This year brought new 

vendors to the floor as well as those who have been with us for years and all of the ven-

dors did an outstanding job with their exhibits.  Thank you all for showing us all of the 

latest and greatest in technology and for sharing your expertise with each of us – you‟re 

the best! 

At Wednesday‟s Awards Luncheon, the Jimmy Huff Safety Award was presented to the City of Irving, which achieved the largest reduction in 

lost time work injuries in 2010.  Congratulations Irving for a job well done! 

We also presented the Past President‟s Award to Ron Smith, Assistant Director of Sanitation Services, City of Dallas.  We appreciate your dedi-

cation and continued commitment to the organization Ron – great job! 

None of the successes of the conference would have been possible if it weren‟t for the support of our sponsors!  You show up every time we ask 

and give generously and our words of thanks are not nearly enough but we hope that you continue to see the value you add to TxSWANA and 

all of our members.  Your contributions allow us to put on a conference with over 50 exhibitors and more than 200 registrants from across the 

state - to hear technical sessions on every aspect of the solid waste business – to walk an exhibit hall filled with the greatest talent and the new-

est products – and to have just a little bit of fun all the while – THANKS YOU ARE TRULY THE BEST! 

We look forward to seeing you all in Garland in 2012!  

2011 TxSWANA Annual Conference Wrap Up 

Our exhibitors out-did 

themselves this year and it was 

especially great to have 

everyone together inside the 

convention center on the 

exhibit hall floor.   
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THANKS !!!! 

2011 Conference 

SPONSORS 

Engineering the Future

THE REICH COMPANY, INC. 

http://www.caroncompactor.com/
http://www.azb-engrs.com/
https://www.kleinfelder.com/
http://www.universalrecyclers.com/Home.aspx
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Addressing New Technologies and the Realities of 

Converting Municipal Solid Waste to Energy 
It would surprise many Texans to learn that the state which has 

led the country in the development of oil and natural gas re-

sources is also a national leader in the development of alterna-

tive energy resources including wind, solar and biomass pro-

jects.  However, Texas is not a leader is the development of 

waste-to-energy technologies.  Municipal solid waste (msw) can 

be converted to useful steam and electricity using technologies 

that have proven technically reliable.  The energy and environ-

mental benefits that can be derived from the commercial devel-

opment of these technologies include: 

Reduced reliance on landfills as a solid waste disposal 

means 

Reduced reliance on imported fuels and taking advantage 

of the energy value of the msw stream 

Increased recovery of materials from the waste stream 

It is possible to implement a viable waste-to-energy program, 

but such an effort requires a careful evaluation of the technol-

ogy proposed, a sound financial plan, a management team that 

is well versed in both solid waste and energy industries, a prac-

tical solution to site selection issues, professionals who under-

stand Texas solid waste and air permitting issues and an under-

standing of all the implications associated with moving forward 

with the program.  Cities interested in moving forward will 

have to have a team that understands the technical issues of the 

facility, a team of lawyers who can manage multi-million dol-

lar/multi-year contracts and a team that can deal with likely 

public opposition to the proposed project. 

There are a number of facilities operating throughout the US, 

but these facilities are in areas where there is minimal disposal 

capacity, high electric prices and long distance hauls to land-

fills.  With the exception of landfill gas to energy projects, Texas 

only has one permitted waste to energy facility that has a ca-

pacity of 68 tons per day.  The primary reasons that Texas does 

not have a thriving waste to energy industry are the relatively 

low landfill tipping fees and the abundance of disposal capacity 

across the state. (According to the state‟s solid waste manage-

ment plan, there is a total of 44 years of capacity state-wide)  

There have been “no-risk” “no-cost” proposals presented to 

several cities in the past few years and City Councils have seri-

ously considered proposals and have made commitments to 

vendors, without fully understanding the consequences of their 

actions.  Good intentions by City Councils to promote these 

technologies can have unintended consequences. 

Additional staff time to evaluate the proposal thoroughly, 

including potential fees for consultants and lawyers 

to evaluate technical and economic assumptions and 

forecasts and proposed contract terms. 

A commitment to a specific program or facility, may af-

fect the ability to develop other waste management 

facilities such as composting or recycling efforts as 

the waste stream may be dedicated to the waste-to-

energy facility (even if it may not actually come to 

fruition) 

Potential impacts on solid waste collection/disposal con-

tract negotiations if there is a sense that a facility 

may make disposal needs significantly less than cur-

rent amounts. 

 

Uncertainty with respect to long-range planning for other solid 

waste activities if there is a commitment to a facility that re-

quires recyclables or other organics, acceptance of a proposal 

may cause a delay in implementing these options. 

The following is intended to provide some basic information 

and provide a list of issues that managers should present to 

vendors as a means of determining which vendors have serious 

proposals versus those options that create a lot more problems 

than solve.   

In 2008, I had a discussion with a city official who indicated 

that they had been approached by a technology vendor who 

indicated that they could eliminate the need for solid waste 

disposal, create a range of useful gases, generate electricity, 

recycle by-products and do all of this for a tipping fee approxi-

mately half their current landfill costs.   Because the vendor 

had already met with council members on the issue and con-

vinced the council member that this was a sound approach, 

staff was requested to conduct an in-depth analysis of the pro-

posal.   

Technologies such as pyrolysis, gasification, and others have 

been proven at the bench scale, but have a very limited success  

record when it comes to commercial applications involving 

large quantities of municipal solid waste.  This presents a seri-

ous problem for communities that must have a completely reli-
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able system for taking care of their solid waste.   

Background 

Converting municipal solid waste to energy is not a new con-

cept.  Burning waste is one of the oldest methods of managing 

municipal solid waste in the United States – incinerators .  

However, burning municipal solid waste to convert it to useful 

energy in an environmentally acceptable manner is a relatively 

recent phenomenon. Currently, there are a total of 89 facilities 

across the US that are converting municipal solid waste to en-

ergy, producing either useful steam or electricity. The cumula-

tive generating capacity of the facilities operating is 2700 MW 

(source: Integrated Waste Services Association).  Facilities in 

the US are either mass burn technologies or refuse derived fu-

els (RDF) operations.  In Texas, landfill gas-to-energy projects 

have a generating capacity of approximately 85 MW. 

Mass burn facilities are designed in a manner that the waste is 

fed into a combustion unit and the energy is used to generate 

steam which can either be used directly or used to generate 

electricity.  Waste is typically dumped directly into a pit and 

large cranes are used to feed the combustion unit.  There is the 

potential to put a front-end processing operation at a facility in 

order to recover recyclable materials prior to combustion, but 

this does add significantly to the cost of the construction and 

operation of the facility.  Mass burn facilities must have air pol-

lution control systems in place and the ash generated from the 

process (which accounts for approximately 10% by volume) 

must be placed in a landfill (often designed to hazardous waste 

standards).  Construction of a mass burn facility can cost ap-

proximately $200,000 per ton of daily capacity.   

Refuse derived fuel systems are designed to sort the combusti-

ble portions of the waste stream from non-combustible materi-

als.  To produce RDF, the waste must be shredded, and sorted 

using a wide range of technologies for removing metals, glass 

and other non-combustible materials. These facilities are de-

signed to take advantage of large solid fuel combustion units 

that can burn both coal and RDF.  In certain instances, the 

capital costs can be reduced by taking advantage of the existing 

combustion unit, but such opportunities are relatively rare and 

there are still requirements to make modifications to the boil-

ers to handle the dual fuels.  Air permitting issues are still sig-

nificant and convincing a facility owner to switch to a waste 

derived fuel can be a challenge. 



14 

The Lone Star 

Why is it timely to review options? 

The US Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

Agency are sponsoring a range of research projects across the 

country designed to make these technologies viable.  Issues to 

discuss with a vendor or council when a waste-to-energy sys-

tem is proposed include: 

Will the technology provide reliable service to the commu-

nity? 

Will the proposed system and contract reduce long-term 

costs to the community? 

What are the community’s responsibilities? 

What are the costs to the community? 

How will this affect our current facility permit or existing 

contract for solid waste collection and or disposal? 

What is the technology that is being proposed?   

Begin the process by understanding exactly what technology is 

being proposed by the vendor.  Given the high priority placed 

on reliability when it comes to municipal solid waste disposal, 

the technology should be demonstrated at a commercial scale 

and the vendor must be willing to provide throughput guaran-

tees that come with high penalties for non-performance. You 

may want to refer to a DOE report that defines the technical 

viability phase for a variety of technologies being proposed for 

municipal solid waste.  A report conducted for the Federation 

of New York Solid Waste Associations in May 2007 identified 

38 commercially active gasification facilities using MSW world-

wide.  Thirty-five of the 38 are located in Japan and the largest 

had a capacity of 500 tons per day.  One of the major hurdles 

that many of the new technologies faces is the need to process 

municipal solid waste to reduce non-organic matter compo-

nents of the feedstock.  Ask to see one of their operating 

facilities. 

Does the vendor have experience with municipal solid 

waste? 

As mentioned, much of the research that is being conducted is 

focused on specific waste streams such as woody materials or 

agricultural wastes.  These homogenous resources are much 

easier to manage in a combustion unit where temperatures and 

other parameters need to be maintained at fairly consistent 

levels.  Anyone who operates a landfill or MRF understands the 

complete lack of homogeneity with respect to MSW.  The sys-

tem‟s design should provide for adequate material screening 

and a plan for disposal of unacceptable wastes. I can remember 

one of the angriest people I‟ve ever saw was a WTE operator 

trying to weld a dryer out of a mass burn system‟s ash con-

veyor.  The capital and labor requirements for processing mu-

nicipal solid waste into an acceptable fuel requires someone 

who has experience in the solid waste field.   

What are the system redundancies and options dur-

ing a shut-down? 

New technologies, especially those that rely on a fuel source as 

complicated as msw are going to have downtimes.  Even exist-

ing facilities have periodic scheduled and unscheduled down-

times for maintenance and repairs.  No system is going to be 

operational 100 percent of the time, but there is always going to 

be waste that needs to be disposed of during every week of the 

year.  The proposal should include provisions for what happens 

during downtimes, how much storage is available on-site, is 

Waste-To-Energy Options 

 

Direct Firing  - Direct firing involves the combustion of 
biomass feedstocks to produce steam, which is then used 
with a turbine and generator to produce electricity. 

 

Combined Heat and Power - Combined heat and power, 
or cogeneration, is the process where heat and electricity are 
produced simultaneously from a single fuel source.  

 

Cofiring - In general, cofired systems replace a portion of 
nonrenewable fuel with biomass.  

 

Gasification - Gasification, a thermochemical process, is 
used to convert biomass feedstock into an intermediate 
product amenable to a wider range of utilization options. In 
general, lignocellulosic biomass is thermally decomposed 
with limited or no oxygen, then oxidized to yield a raw 
syngas, which is a mixture of hydrogen and carbon 
monoxide.  

 

Pyrolysis - Like gasification, biomass pyrolysis processes 
transform solid biomass feedstocks into a form suitable for 
biopower systems. While using the same process of heating 
biomass in the absence of oxygen, the main product of the 
pyrolysis process is a liquid known as pyrolysis oil, 
resembling No. 4 fuel oil.  

 

Torrefaction - Compared to the processes mentioned 
above, torrefaction is a lower-temperature biomass 
pretreatment process that increases the fuel quality for 
combustion and gasification applications. Torrefied biomass 
is more amenable to use in applications such as cofiring 
with coal, where the coal and torrefied biomass are co-
milled. 

 

Anaerobic Digestion  -  In anaerobic digestion, organic 
matter is biologically converted in an environment without 
oxygen to a biogas, or liquid fuel and stabilized slurry. 
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there a back-up disposal plan and who is responsible for haul 

and disposal costs when the system is shut-down. 

Are the economics associated with the proposal real-

istic? 

As mentioned the processing and combustion of municipal 

solid waste is an expensive option.  Significant capital invest-

ments are required to build a facility capable of accepting a 

large number of trucks, store waste, meet all air quality and 

other environmental regulations, provide sufficient redun-

dancy. The facility will require: new permits for solid waste and 

air; roadways; buildings, processing and combustion systems, 

ash or residue management equipment and air pollution and 

other equipment and possibly storage for recovered materials 

and electric connection equipment.  To provide for all of the 

necessary infrastructure, if the proposed project‟s cost isn‟t in 

the neighborhood of the $100,000 to $300,000 per ton of daily 

capacity, their assumptions should be questioned. 

Operations for a facility will include hauling waste to the facil-

ity, dumping the waste onto a tipping floor or into a pit, proc-

essing or screening the waste prior to combustion or gasifica-

tion, ash management and air pollution control. 

Revenues can be generated from a waste-to-energy facility in 

the forms of recovered materials and energy - typically in the 

form of steam or electricity.  Gasification and pyrolysis vendors 

are claiming that the gas can be marketed, but there has to be a 

market in an extremely close proximity for this to be a realistic 

option.  There are processes for converting MSW to liquid fuels, 

and there is a demonstration project now being developed in 

Bryan, Texas to accomplish this.  While the initial research 

looks promising, the costs are still considerably higher than 

fuels from fossil fuels. 

What are the impacts on current facilities? 

Municipalities that have existing landfills, likely have some 

amount of debt that is associated with those facilities.  If a 

waste-to-energy facility is to be constructed, it will take away 

from waste quantities that were needed to generate revenues to 

pay for debt on the facility.  Another impact to the site may 

include the permit conditions, if it is determined that the facil-

ity would be located on a landfill or transfer station site, who 

will have responsibility for securing permits.  Also, will the pro-

posed facility location affect the sequence of development of 

the landfill, thus requiring permit changes and possibly higher 

cost. 

How will they market energy and materials? 

Energy generated from municipal solid waste can be marketed 

in the form of electricity, steam or both. Technologies are being 

developed now to even market liquid fuels produced from 

waste.  It is important that the vendor produce a viable plan for 

marketing materials and energy generated from facilities.  

Texas does have a renewable energy credits program, but the 

value of these RECs is relatively low due to the large amount of 

wind projects that now claim these RECs in Texas. The vendor 

should have the specific market for energy clearly defined with 

prices that can be verified. 

 Materials can also be recovered through material processing 
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prior to combustion, etc.  This processing tends to be both la-

bor and capital intensive, but can pull non-desirable materials 

from the waste stream and be sold in the recycled material 

market-place.   

What are the impacts to existing contracts for solid 

waste collection and disposal? 

Cities often have long-term contracts for solid waste collection 

and disposal that lock-in waste volumes for a long period of 

time.  When considering a contract to dedicate waste to a waste

-to-energy facility, consider the timing of the project and how 

that could affect your existing contract.  Adoption of a plan for 

a facility, or a commitment to a waste to energy project can also 

affect your future contract negotiations.  If the collection or 

disposal firm consider you a short-term customer, this could 

have an impact on your negotiated rates.  Conversely, if the 

private landfill operator senses they may lose the waste stream 

to a wte facility, they may be encouraged to lower tipping fees 

to impact the cost effectiveness of the operation. 

How will the City have to proceed with procurement? 

Municipalities do have considerable flexibility in procurement 

of solid waste management services.  However, because of the 

large dollars involved in a facility, developing a comprehensive 

procurement document that adequately protects the City will 

require an extensive effort.  Procurement documents will have 

to define a range of performance guarantees for both construc-

tion and operation of a multi-million dollar facility.  The pro-

curement process itself can take well over a year to complete 

and require several hundreds of thousands of dollars to com-

plete the process from original rfp preparation to final contract. 

What are their plans for gaining community accep-

tance?  What are your plans for community accep-

tance? 

Even though there are specific environmental and energy re-

covery benefits associated with waste to energy projects, cities 

can anticipate significant public opposition to result from a 

decision to proceed with a waste-to-energy project.  Ask them 

where they have been successful in gaining public support for 

their projects.  Citizens are going to be concerned about some 

of the typical waste facility issues, but will also be concerned 

about air quality issues and the costs of participating in a pro-

ject of this nature.  Several environmental groups in the past 

have been very active and vocal in objecting the development of 

waste to energy.  Have a plan for dealing with a range of envi-

ronmental, site, and economic issues that will arise in public 

meetings. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, it is very likely that in the not-to-distant future, 

waste to energy projects will have a role in managing municipal 

solid waste in Texas.  However, given the availability of land 

and existing disposal capacity in the state, the economics asso-

ciated with facilities that require huge capital investments will 

make the timeframe for viability off several more years than in 

places that lack disposal capacity and have much higher dis-

posal costs.  Several communities have been visited by project 

developers who have proposed projects that appear very prom-

ising in terms of saving money and providing a solution to dis-

posal problems.  In order to become tied-up with projects that 

have limited potential for solving problems, it is important for 

staff to educate city council members on some of the key points 

related to “no-risk” “no-cost” projects.  Make sure that when 

vendors come to town, they have a reliable solution and can 

demonstrate that they have a solid management plan for deal-

ing with the several regulatory, technical, economic, environ-

mental and community relations issues that will be required to 

make such projects a success. 

Michael Carleton is a project manager for AZ&B and 

may be reached at (214) 341-9900. 

Waste-to-energy feasibility scenario: 

A 1500 ton per day facility may cost 

approximately $300,000,000 to construct.  This 

is equivalent to approximately 1000 acres of 

landfill liner and final cover in Texas.  Assuming 

an average combined depth and height of 100 

feet, this would provide capacity of 150 years at 

that rate of disposal.  Net operating costs for 

these types of facilities, taking into account debt 

service, operating costs, ash disposal and 

revenues generated from the sale of electricity 

and or steam and recovered materials is 

generally in the $50 to $150 per ton range 

depending on a number of site specific variables 
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2011 TXSWANA 

Jack C. Carmichael, P.E. 

Scholarships 

The Texas Chapter of SWANA will once again in 2011 offer scholarships for college students.  This 

excellent Scholarship Program has awarded over $62,000 in Scholarships since its inception.  To be 

eligible for the scholarship you must be the son, daughter, stepson, stepdaughter, grandson or 

granddaughter of a TXSWANA member in good standing at the time of recommendation, the selec-

tion, and the award, 

-and- 

A. A graduating high school senior, or graduate equivalent certified candidate, who has been accepted for 

enrollment in a junior college, four-year college or university, 

-or- 

B. A currently enrolled full-time college or university student. 

If you are interested in applying, an Application Form is available on line at the TXSWANA web site 
at www.txswana.org under the “Education” link on the home page.   

You may also request a form by mail from: 

    Robert H. “Holly” Holder, P.E. 

    Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. 

    4222 85th Street 

    Lubbock, TX  79423 

In addition, you may call Holly at: (806) 473-3526, or contact him by email at: hholder@team-psc.com 

 

The deadline for  submission of the application is Friday, June 10, 2011. 

 

Winners will be announced in August 2011. 

 

 

2011  SWANA  International Road-E-O 

September 3, 2011 

Dublin, Georgia 

SAVE THE DATE 

http://www.txswana.org/
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2011 SWANA  

International Road-e-o 

Sept. 3, 2011 

Dublin, Georgia 

 

2012   TXSWANA                       

Annual    Conference  

Garland, TX 

 

2o12 TXSWANA Road-E-O 

 

Calendar of Events 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETINGS 

June 17,  2011           San Antonio 

July 15, 2011            Austin 

August, 2011           WASTECON           

       Nashville, TN 

Sept. 16, 2011            Dallas 

Oct. 21, 2011    University of Houston          

           Houston 

Nov. 18, 2011                El Paso 

MEMBERSHIP 
                          ================================================ 

 We Welcome the Following New Members (Through May 6, 2011)  

Brett Allen  Air and Gas Systems Inc. 

Gene Beebe  Beebe Environmental, LLC 

Robert B. Butler SCS Engineers 

Paula Carboni  Waste Management Inc. 

Robert Ervin  City of Abilene 

Laura Fiffick  Gresham Smith and Partners 

Gary Fuselier  City of Kingsville 

Lora Hinchcliff Living Earth 

Manuel Leal  City of Houston 

Gary M. Lynch   City of Tyler 

Burt Moorhouse  V2, LLC 

Eloisa Portillo Morales City of El Paso 

Thomas Perrinello  City of Copperas Cove 

Sean Tenney   CDM 

Clint Trotter   Gajeske Inc. 

Brian Waltenburg  C P & Y, Inc. 

Wesley Williams  Bryan Texas Utilities 
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 Legislative Trash Talking Comes to an End   
By Brian Sledge & Mindy Martinez 

(Continued on  page 5) 

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 3 

 Tornado Safety 8-10 

2011 TXSWANA Road-e-o Wrap Up 11-13 

15 2011 TXSWANA Jack C. Carmichael, P.E. Scholarship Awards 

The regular session of 82nd Texas Legislature came to 
a close on Monday, May 30th.  A total of 5,796 House 
and Senate bills were filed and 1,379 passed during 
the regular session. 

As you may recall from the beginning of the session, 
the state was faced with a budget deficit of approxi-
mately $27 billion, so the legislature had to make 
some tough budget cuts.  The House and Senate 
passed a budget for the 2012-2013 biennium totaling 
$172.3 billion, which includes $80.6 billion in General 
Revenue.  45.8% of the General Revenue Fund is for 
public education; 14.7% goes to higher education; and 
27.8% for health care—totaling $71.1 billion. 

Another hot ticket item was redistricting.  For the first 
time in twenty years, the Texas Legislature passed 
House and Senate maps during the regular session.  
To find out if you are in a new district, the maps can 
be seen at the Texas Legislative Council’s website at: 
www.tlc.state.tx.us/tlc.htm. 

Legislative leaders considered dozens of bills that 
would have impacted the Texas solid waste industry. 
The lion’s share of those would have harmed landfill 
owners and operators in some form or fashion. 
TxSWANA’s legislative team worked on over 100 bills 
during the regular session of the legislature to attempt 
to protect members’ interests. The new laws outlined 
below are some of the many bills with direct  impacts 
to the solid waste industry that emerged from the ses-

sion and made it past the Governor’s desk.  Those 
that died in the process are too numerous and volu-
minous to include here. 

The summaries below only present an abbreviated 
highlight of each piece of legislation, the full text of 
the particular measure should be consulted to deter-
mine the full extent of its impacts or applicability at 
www.capitol.state.tx.us.  For questions, please con-
tact our Government Relations Practice Group. 

Demolition Waste in Small Cities:  SB 1258 
(Relating to the disposal of demolition waste from 
abandoned or nuisance buildings in certain areas; 
by Sen. Duncan and House sponsor Rep. Hardcastle 
– effective immediately).  Grants the TCEQ the au-
thority to issue a permit by rule to authorize a city or 
county with a population of 10,000 or less to dis-
pose of demolition waste from an abandoned build-
ing or building found to be a nuisance if the disposal 
occurs on land that the city or county owns or con-
trols and the land would qualify for an arid exemp-
tion under TCEQ rules.  The new law only applies to 
an abandoned or nuisance building that the city or 
county has acquired through bankruptcy, tax delin-
quency, or condemnation where the previous owner 
was not financially capable of paying the costs of 
demolition and disposal (including transportation to 
a disposal facility).  Requires TCEQ, in order to pro-
tect public and private property, rights-of-way, 
groundwater, and any other right, to adopt rules to 

Volume 11,  Number  3                                                                         JULY  2011 
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Message from the President   
By  Brenda Haney 

Howdy TxSWANA Professionals! 

First, Kudos to the City of Dallas Team for all of their hard work and efforts on the 
Road-E-O!  I hated to miss it but heard it was a huge success and lots of fun.  The 
competition was tight and competitive as always.  This year we will again be send-
ing some of the best operators Texas has to the National Road-E-O – go get’em 
guys and show them how it’s done! 

The 82nd Legislature session and Special Session is over – check out the legislative 
report by Brian Sledge for a wrap-up of everything that happened this session. 

In addition, if you have not heard there has been some reorganization at the 
TCEQ.   Most notably for us is that there is now an Office of Waste.  The Office of 
Waste will be comprised of the Waste Permits Division, Remediation Division, 
Radioactive Materials Division, and the Permitting and Registration Support Divi-
sion.  Brent Wade is being appointed as the Deputy Director.  We welcome Mr. 
Wade and look forward to working with him in the future. 

Also, we are working with the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR) on a 
joint steering team to define and develop a statement of what items should be in-
cluded in a Statewide recycling study and make recommendations to the TCEQ.  If 
you have any thoughts on the matter, I would love to hear from you or you may 
contact any of the Board with your thoughts and we will work to get your ideas 
included. 

Election time is upon us again 
for the Board.  Please keep an 
eye out for your ballot – we will 
send the out via email and will 
put it on our website as well.  
Please complete your ballot and 
get it back to us – this is your 
association. 

Finally, the Texas summer is in 
full swing and it is hot, hot, hot.  
Please take care of yourselves 
will you are out in this heat serv-
ing the residents of Texas – 
drink lots of fluids and watch out 
for the signs of heat stress or ex-
haustion including profuse 
sweating, weak or tired, nausea, 
normal or slightly higher body 
temperature, and pale, clammy 
skin (sometimes flushed).  

Be safe out there and have a ter-
rific summer! 

Brenda Haney 
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Garland Picks Up Honors at Keep Texas Beautiful Conference 

The City of Garland and Keep Garland Beautiful took home several honors at the Keep Texas 
Beautiful conference, held June 20 – 23 in Austin. 

Os Rodriquez, Field Supervisor in the Code Compliance Department, was recognized by KTB as 
the top Code Enforcement officer in the state when he received the Ed Davis Litter Law Award.  
This once-in-a-lifetime award recognizes an individual law enforcement professional who goes 
above and beyond the call of duty in their approach to the enforcement of environmental laws 
and regulations. Several of Os’ co-workers traveled to Austin to celebrate the award with him. 

Jim Harmon and Glenna Brown picked up the first place award in the Electronic Media category 
in recognition of the ―Race to Save Space‖ video.  Jim, a video producer in the Office of Public 
and Media Affairs, filmed and edited the video, and Glenna wrote the script and directed.  The 
video depicts a child teaching adults about the importance of separating brush from other bulky 
items so that the clean brush can be ground into mulch and returned to Garland residents. 

Keep Garland Beautiful and the City of Garland received third place recognition for the Gover-
nor’s Community Achievement Award.  Keep Garland Beautiful was also honored with Silver 
Star affiliate status, which recognizes KGB accomplishments.   KGB is an affiliate of Keep Texas 
Beautiful and Keep America Beautiful.   Board members Betty Roberts, Sandra Purdom and Bar-
bara Powers were on hand to receive the Silver Star award. 

Glenna Brown and Jim Harmon accept 
first place Keep Texas Beautiful award  

Os Rodriquez accepts Ed David Litter 
Award from John Howard, President of 
Keep Texas Beautiful Board of Directors 
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must establish and implement a grant program to provide 
funding to assist local law enforcement agencies in pre-
venting the theft of regulated metals from fines collected 
under the program. Requires DPS to establish an advi-
sory committee relating to regulation of metal recycling 
entities.  Requires DPS to include local law enforcement 
on that committee.  Prohibits a metal recycling entity 
from paying for a purchase of regulated material in cash 
if the entity does not hold a certificate of registration and 
does not hold (if applicable) a license or permit required 
by a county, city, or other political subdivision, or has 
been prohibited by the department from paying cash. 
Prohibits a county, city, or other political subdivision 
from adopting or enforcing a rule, charter, or ordinance 
or issuing an order or imposing standards that limit the 
use of cash by a metal recycling entity in a manner more 
restrictive than provided, above, unless the rule, charter, 
ordinance, or order was in effect on January 1, 2011. Au-
thorizes county, city, or other political subdivision to en-
join the business operations of a business owner or op-
erator of a recycling entity if the owner or operator has 
not submitted an application for a certificate of registra-
tion or, if applicable, a license or permit required by a 
county, city, or other political subdivision. Authorizes 
cities and counties to retain 10 percent of fines collected 
due to metal recycling violations. 

State Purchase of Recycled Products: HB 3395 
(Relating to state purchasing preferences for recycled 
products and to the efficient operation of certain telecom-
munications entities; by Rep. Callegari and Senate spon-
sor Sen. Lucio – effective immediately).  Amends Chapter 
2155, Government Code, which requires state agencies to 
give purchasing preference to recycled, remanufactured, 
or environmentally sensitive products, by limiting the 
preference requirement only to situations where the aver-
age price of the product is not more than 10 percent 
greater than the price of comparable nonrecycled prod-
ucts.  It also creates standards for the efficient use of tele-
communication systems. 

TCEQ Sunset:  HB 2694 (Relating to the continuation 
and functions of the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality and abolishing the On-site Wastewater 
Treatment Research Council; by Rep. W. Smith and Sen-
ate sponsor Sen. Huffman – effective 9/1/11).  This is the 
TCEQ Sunset bill.  Continues the TCEQ for 12 more years.  
Prohibits TCEQ commissioners from accepting campaign 
contributions.  Transfers responsibility for making 
groundwater protection recommendations related to oil 
and gas activities from the TCEQ to the Railroad Com-
mission.  Transfers public assistance and public access 
functions from the Office of Public Interest Counsel 
(OPIC) to the Executive Director, and refocuses OPIC’s 
mission to the representation of the public as a party in 
matters before the TCEQ.  Substantially overhauls the 
compliance history classification process and how com-

control the collection, handling, storage, processing, and 
disposal of demolition waste from buildings under the new 
law. 

TV Recycling:   SB 329 (Relating to the sale, recovery, and 
recycling of certain television equipment; providing admin-
istrative penalties; by Sen. Watson and House sponsor Rep.  
Chisum – effective 9/1/2011).  Amends Chapter 361, Health 
and Safety Code, to establish a comprehensive program for 
manufacturers for the recycling of television equipment. Re-
quires TCEQ to develop an informational website and hot-
line to inform and educate the public about the program, 
and to establish an annual statewide recycling rate for televi-
sion equipment. Authorizes TCEQ to audit, inspect, and en-
force against retailers and recycling facilities implementing 
the program and requires TCEQ to provide an annual report 
to the Legislature regarding the program. Creates a Recy-
cling Leadership Program that television manufacturers may 
enter into in lieu of submitting recovery plans to the com-
mission. Also exempts from the definition of "retailer" a per-
son engaging, in the ordinary course of business, in lease or 
rental purchase agreements for such equipment. Requires 
that the commission, in addition to annual reporting to the 
legislature, also submit a progress report in 2017 regarding 
the implementation and success of the program. Creates a 
Television Recycling Account to be deposited into the gen-
eral fund.  It changes the annual report to a biennial report 
to be submitted no later than March 1 on even-numbered 
years. 

Metal Recycling:  SB 694 (Relating to the regulation of 
metal recycling entities; providing penalties; by Sen. West 
and House sponsor Rep. W. Smith).  This bill amends vari-
ous codes to attempt to address metal recycling entities and 
theft of metals.  First, adds various items, including fire hy-
drants, an item with the logo of a governmental entity or 
utility, and wire that has been burned to remove the insula-
tion, to the list of regulated metals under state law. Also pro-
vides that a county, city, or other political subdivision may 
require the record of purchase of regulated metals to contain 
a clear and legible thumbprint of a seller, and provides that a 
county, city, or other political subdivision that issues a li-
cense or permit to a metal recycling entity must issue a no-
tice to an owner or operator that is operating without the 
license or permit informing the owner or operator that the 
owner or operator may be subject to criminal and civil pen-
alties if the owner or operator does not submit an applica-
tion for the appropriate license or permit. 

Bill provides that a person who owns or operates a metal 
recycling entity and does not submit an application for the 
appropriate license or permit has committed a misdemeanor 
offense. Also authorizes DPS to enter into contracts relating 
to the operation of the statewide electronic reporting system 
and database and requires the department to make available 
on its Internet website a publicly accessible list of all regis-
tered metal recycling entities. Provides that DPS by rule 

(Continued on page 7) 
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pliance history is used in enforcement proceedings. 
Changes TCEQ’s penalty caps to a range of penalty 
amounts (including certain increases).  Authorizes 
TCEQ to approve Supplemental Environmental Pro-
jects for local governments that would bring them into 
compliance or that is necessary to remediate environ-
mental harm caused by the violation, but also requires 
TCEQ to develop a policy to prevent entities from 
avoiding compliance through SEPs.  Provides numer-
ous other changes not directly related to solid waste 
issues. 

Aggregate Production Operations:  HB 571 
(Relating to the regulation of certain aggregate produc-
tion operations by the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality; providing penalties; by Rep. Huberty 
and Senate sponsor Sen. Williams – effective 9/1/11).  
Adds Chapter 28A to the Water Code to authorize regis-
tration and inspection of aggregate production opera-
tions by the TCEQ to ensure compliance with applica-
ble environmental laws relating to water and air qual-
ity.  The bill excludes from the definition of "aggregate 
production operation" a site at which the materials that 
are being removed or extracted from the earth are used 
or processed for use in the construction, modification, 
or expansion of a solid waste facility at the site or an-
other location. 

Air Quality: SB 493 (Relating to the idling of motor 
vehicles; by Sen. Fraser and House sponsor Rep. W. 
Smith – effective immediately). Amends Chapter 382, 
Health and Safety Code, by allowing "clean idle" en-
gines (those that emit not more than 30 grams of NOx 
per hour when idling) to idle in this state as an excep-
tion to the rules relating to the idling of motor vehicles. 
Defines "idling" as allowing an    engine to run while the 
motor vehicle is not engaged in forward or reverse mo-
tion. Prohibits TCEQ from prohibiting or limiting the 
idling of any motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight 
rating greater than 8,500 pounds that is equipped with 
a 2008 or subsequent model year heavy-duty diesel 
engine that has been certified by the United States En-
vironmental Protection Agency or another state envi-
ronmental agency to emit no more than 30 grams of 
nitrogen oxides emissions per hour when idling. 

Air Quality: HB 3272 (Relating to the low-income 
vehicle repair assistance, retrofit, and accelerated vehi-
cle retirement program; by Rep. Burnam and Senate 
sponsor Sen. Deuell – effective 9/1/11).  Amends Chap-
ter 382, Health and Safety Code, to add electric vehicles 
and natural gas vehicles to the list of replacement vehi-
cles eligible for the low-income vehicle repair, assis-
tance, retrofit and retirement program. Also adds that 
vehicles which have been certified to meet federal Tier 
2, Bin 3, or a cleaner Bin certification are eligible as 

replacement vehicles. Also provides that TCEQ shall establish 
a partnership with representatives of the steel industry, auto-
mobile dismantlers and scrap metal recyclers to ensure that 
vehicles are scrapped or recycled. 

Municipal Setting Designation:  HB 2826 (Relating to 
the issuance of a certificate for a municipal setting designa-
tion; by Rep. Murphy and Senate sponsor Sen. Huffman – 
effective 9/1/11).  Amends the Health and Safety Code, in pro-
visions of the Solid Waste Disposal Act relating to notice of an 
application for a municipal setting designation, to require a 
notice to include a statement that an affected municipality or 
public utility has 120 days from the date of receipt of the no-
tice to pass a resolution opposing the application for a mu-
nicipal designation setting if the property for which the mu-
nicipal setting designation is sought is located in a municipal-
ity that has a population of two million or more and the appli-
cant intends to comply with the requirements for issuance of 
a municipal setting designation certificate. Establishes that if 
the property for which a municipal setting designation is 
sought is located in a municipality that has a population of 
two million or more and the applicant has complied with ap-
plicable requirements, the applicant is considered to have 
complied with the requirements for eligibility for a municipal 
setting designation certificate if the applicant provides speci-
fied documentation. 

SPECIAL SESSION 

There is only one item that is mandated by the Texas Consti-
tution that legislators must act on each biennium, which is 
the state budget.  A key fiscal matters bill that was necessary 
to balance the budget failed to pass during the regular ses-
sion, so the Governor called a special session that began May 
31.  Each special session can last up to 30 days,  and ad-
dresses only those issues that are placed on "the call" by Gov-
ernor Perry.  Other items may be filed, but are subject to a 
point of order at any time during the process.  The 1st Special 
Session was initially called via the Governor’s Proclamation 
and it was open to the fiscal matters necessary for the imple-
mentation of the budget, as well as legislation relating to 
health care services and cost.  As the Special Session went on, 
the Governor added Congressional Redistricting, Texas 
Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA), sanctuary cities 
and security procedures at the airports.  Efforts regarding the 
last two measures did not pass, but all other items on the call 
did.  No measures directly related to municipal solid waste 
issues were considered during the Special Session. 

(Continued from page 5) 

This article was prepared by Brian Sledge and Mindy Martinez of 
Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C.'s Government Rela-
tions Practice Group. Both are registered lobbyists with the Texas 
Ethics Commission. If you have any questions concerning legisla-
tive issues or would like additional information concerning the 
firm’s legislative tracking and monitoring services or legislative 
consulting services, please contact Brian at (512) 322-5839 or 
bsledge@lglawfirm.com or Mindy at (512) 322-5824 or mmarti-
nez@lglawfirm.com. 
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TORNADO SAFETY 
 In the US, tornadoes have occurred in every month. Approximately a thousand tornadoes touch down in the 

US each year with 153 tornadoes in Texas. Tornadoes have occurred in every month, but occur most often during 
April, May and June between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Texas is 11th among the 50 states in density of 

tornadoes with an average of 5.7 tornadoes per 10,000 square miles per year.  The U.S. record for the fastest tor-
nado winds occurred at Wichita Falls on April, 2 1958 with a top wind speed of 258 mph.  

The most important things you can do to prevent being injured in a tornado is to be ALERT to the onset of severe 

weather. Most deaths and injuries happen to people who are unaware and uninformed. If you don't regularly watch 
or listen to the weather report, but strange clouds start moving in and the weather begins to look stormy, turn to 

the local radio or television station to get the weather forecast.  Check The Weather Channel for additional informa-
tion.   

To learn a little more about these violent storms, here are some facts that illustrate how destructive tornadoes can 
be, where they can occur and how to prepare for them.  

1. How do tornadoes form?  

Tornadoes form where warm moist air is trapped underneath a 
layer of cold, dry air. This instability is upset when the warm bot-
tom layer gets pushed up — either by heating near the ground, or 
by an influx of cold air. As the moist air rises, it cools, forming 
clouds and thunderstorms. If the conditions are right, the rapidly 
rising air will spin around a central funnel, at speeds sometimes 
exceeding 250 mph. A tornado technically is born when the funnel 
cloud touches down on the ground.  

2. Where do tornadoes form?  

Tornadoes can occur almost anywhere in the world, but the 
United States is the country with the highest frequency of torna-
does. Twisters touch down predominantly along Tornado Alley — 
a flat stretch of land from west Texas to North Dakota. The region 
is ideal for tornadoes, as dry polar air from Canada meets warm 
moist tropical air from the Gulf of Mexico.  

3. What month has the most tornadoes?  

May is typically when most tornadoes occur, followed by June. 
The record for most tornadoes in any month (since record keep-
ing began in 1950) was set in May 2003, with 543 tornadoes con-
firmed in the final numbers.  

4. How much damage can tornadoes cause?  

That depends on how big the storm is and how fast its 
winds are whipping around.  The Fujita scale, named for 

the scientist who developed it, ranks tornado strength 
based on the damage they cause. The scale runs from F0 

to F5; the most violent tornadoes, F4 and above, account 

for less than 1 percent of all tornadoes, but account for 70 
percent of tornado-related deaths. These terrifying twisters 

can level a house and lift up a car and fling it 100 yards 

away. F2s and F3s can tear off roofs, destroy mobile 
homes and lift cars off the ground. F0s and F1s will break 

tree branches, damage signs and take off a few roof shin-
gles.  

5. What's the difference between hurricane and 

tornado damage?  

It's mostly a matter of scale. Tornadoes have much higher 

wind speeds, so most of the damage wrought by them is 
wind-related. But they are much smaller and so cause 

damage over a smaller area than hurricanes. Most dam-
age from hurricanes comes from flooding and storm 

surge.  

6. What city has been hit by the most tornadoes?  

Oklahoma City is in the lead, followed by Huntsville, Ala.  

7. What's the difference between a tornado watch 
and a tornado warning?  

A tornado watch defines an area (usually displayed on 

meteorologists' maps) where tornadoes and other kinds of 
severe weather are likely in the next few hours. If you're 

in such an area, be alert. Austin has an average of 12 tor-
nado watches each year. 

A warning means that a tornado has been spotted or that 
radar has shown circulation in a storm that could spawn a 

tornado. Warnings mean you should seek shelter immedi-

ately.  
(Continued on page 10) 

http://www.weather.com
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If you are in: Then: 

A structure (e.g. residence, small building, school, nursing 

home, hospital, factory, shopping center, high-rise build-
ing) 

Go to a pre-designated shelter area such as a safe room, 

basement, storm cellar, or the lowest building level. If 
there is no basement, go to the center of an interior room 

on the lowest level (closet, interior hallway) away from 

corners, windows, doors, and outside walls. Put as many 
walls as possible between you and the outside. Get under a 

sturdy table and use your arms to protect your head and 
neck. Do not open windows. 

A vehicle, trailer, or mobile home 

Get out immediately and go to the lowest floor of a sturdy, 

nearby building or a storm shelter. Mobile homes, even if 
tied down, offer little protection from tornadoes. 

The outside with no shelter 

Lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression and cover your 

head with your hands. Be aware of the potential for flood-
ing. 

 

Do not get under an overpass or bridge. You are safer in a 
low, flat location. 

 
Never try to outrun a tornado in urban or congested areas 

in a car or truck. Instead, leave the vehicle immediately for 

safe shelter. 
 

Watch out for flying debris. Flying debris from tornadoes 
causes most fatalities and injuries. 

 

What should I do during a tornado? 

If you are under a Tornado WARNING, seek shelter immediately! 

The Lone Star 



The Safety Management and Resource Team is a network of 

Safety professionals organized to effectively share methods of 

injury and collision prevention.  Contact David Vartian at 214-671-

0229 to obtain safety support, exchange safety strategies, or to 

arrange an onsite audit of your work practices. 
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8.  What should I do to prepare for a tornado? 

During any storm, listen to local news or a NOAA 

Weather Radio to stay informed about watches and warn-

ings. 

Pick a safe room in your home where family and pets 

may gather during a tornado. This should be a basement, 

storm cellar or an interior room on the lowest floor with no 
windows.  Make sure everyone knows what to do if a tor-

nado is approaching. 

Prepare a disaster supplies kit to keep in your shelter 

area to include a first aid kit with essential medication, 
canned food, bottled water, a battery powered radio, flash-

light, and extra batteries. 

Write down instructions on how to turn off your utilities. 

Consider having your safe room reinforced. Plans for rein-

forcing an interior room to provide better protection can be 
found on the FEMA Web site at http://www.fema.gov/

plan/prevent/rms/rmsp453.shtm. 

Prepare for high winds by removing diseased and 

damaged limbs from trees annually. 

Move or secure lawn furniture, trash cans, hanging 

plants or anything else that can be picked up by the wind 
and become a projectile. 

Stop moving vehicles and head for a sturdy shelter or 

a lie down in a low, flat spot and cover your head.  Don't 
take shelter under a bridge.  Never try to outrun a tor-
nado. 

Watch for tornado danger signs: 

Dark, often greenish clouds-a phenomenon caused 
by hail 

Wall cloud-an isolated lowering of the base of a thun-
derstorm 

Cloud of flying debris 

Large hail 

Funnel cloud-a visible rotating extension of the cloud 
base      

A strange quiet followed by a roaring noise 

Use S.M.A.R.T. 

We’re part of the Solution! 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/rms/rmsp453.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/rms/rmsp453.shtm
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2011 TxSWANA State Road-E-O 
The 2011 TxSWANA Equipment Road-e-o was a great success.   Thank you to all 157 
attendees for supporting your road-e-o participants.  We had a great day for the 
event, and we saw some excellent competition.  I appreciate the support from all of 
the cities that sent 75 competitors from all around our great state to merge and com-
pete here in Dallas.  A great big thank you goes out to everyone that participated in 
the planning and staging of this event, everyone that has held one of these competi-
tions know how much behind the scenes work it takes to have a successful competi-
tion.  In addition, we always want to be sure and give a great big thank you to our 
sponsors.  We look forward to seeing our top guns at the National Rodeo, “Good 
Luck” to all of you. 

Ron Smith, City of Dallas 

The Lone Star 
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FRONT LOADER 

1st Place—Randy Jones, Richardson 

2nd Place—Julian Ramirez, Bryan 

3rd Place—Shawn Speigel, Garland 

 

REAR LOADER 

1st Place—Sergio Mendoza, Plano 

2nd Place—James Perez, Bryan 

3rd Place—Allen Byrne, Plano 

 

AUTOMATED SIDE LOADER 

1st Place—Brad Robertson, Plano 

2nd Place—Hiram Nimmons, Houston 

3rd Place—Chris Guerrero, Austin 

 

ROLL OFF 

1st Place—Ron Keller, Richardson 

2nd Place—Luis Torres, El Paso 

3rd Place—Adrian Martin, Irving 

2011 TXSWANA ROAD-E-O WINNERS 

DOZER 

1st Place—Dean Muahinski, BVMSWA 

2nd Place—Gabriel Rodriguez, Denton 

3rd Place—Martin Olivas, El Paso 

 

COMPACTOR 

1st Place—Ryan Stoker, BVSWMA 

2nd Place—Antonio Trivizo, El Paso 

3rd Place—Arturo Garcia, Denton 

 

TRACTOR TRAILER 

1st Place—Raul Perez, San Antonio 

2nd Place—Armando Oyervidez, Houston 

3rd Place—Bobby Brown, Austin 

 

MECHANIC 

1st Place—Jason Vallair, Houston 

2nd Place—Mike Robicheaux, Dallas 

3rd Place—Cesar Zendejas, Houston 

RUBBER TIRE LOADER 

               1st Place—Antonio Payan, El Paso               2nd Place—Roberto Reyes, Dallas 
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SWANA-TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER 

NOTICE OF ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

In accordance with Article VII of the Bylaws of the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North 
America, an election of Directors and Officers will take place during the Chapter’s Annual Business Meeting on 
September 16, 2011 in Dallas, Texas.  Members in good standing may vote in person at the Annual Business Meet-
ing, or by absentee ballot.  In accordance with the Bylaws, Article 7.5, “A valid ballot will include a mem-
ber’s identification number.”   Members who are unable to locate their SWANA member number may obtain their 
member number by emailing a request for same to the TXSWANA Newsletter Chairman at txswana@amarillo.gov, and a 
member’s identification number may also be found on the mailing label of ballots received by USPS mail.  All ballots 
must be received not later than 10 days before the date of the Annual Business Meeting.  Ballots may be submitted elec-
tronically to txswana@amarillo.gov, or ballots may be sent by US mail to the address listed at the bottom of this ballot. 

 
The Nominating Committee has recommended the following Slate of Directors for 2011-2012, beginning September 1, 
2011 to serve a two years term.  Questions concerning this election, including write in votes, may be directed to Michael 
Rice at (806) 378-9337. 

 
SWANA-TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER 

NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

FISCAL YEAR 2011-2013 
 
Director: Director: Director: Director: 
James Ballowe Lonnie Banks Pete Caler Hector Chavez  
University of Houston City of Garland City of College Station City of Eagle Pass 
 
Director: Director: Director: Director: 
Harry Hayes Richard McHale Lawrence Miolajczyk Mary Nix 
City of Houston City of Austin City of Corpus Christi City of Dallas 
 
Director:  
Bengy Williams  
City of Beaumont 
 
 

 SWANA – TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER 
 ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR 2011-2013 
 ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
 
 
 VOTE FOR RECOMMENDED SLATE OF DIRECTORS 
 AND OFFICERS                                                                 (CHECK BOX)          

 

 MEMBER NAME: ____________________________________________ 

 MEMBER NUMBER: __________________________________________ 

 CITY/COMPANY: ____________________________________________ 
   

 
 MAIL COMPLETE BALLOT TO: 

 CITY OF AMARILLO 
 ATTN: MICHAEL RICE 
 P.O. BOX 1971 
 AMARILLO, TEXAS 79105                                      July 16, 2011 

mailto:txswana@amarillo.gov
mailto:txswana@amarillo.gov
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2011 TXSWANA 

Jack C. Carmichael, P.E. 

Scholarship Winners 

During the last TxSWANA Board of Directors meeting in Austin, the TxSWANA Scholarship 

committee recommended, and the TxSWANA Board of Directors approved the following in-

dividuals for $1,250 Scholarships.  We hope to provide pictures of each recipient in the Octo-

ber newsletter.  Congratulations to each !!!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
TxSWANA is proud to report that Ms. Richa Vijay Karanjekar was awarded the SWANA Interna-

tional Scholarship Committee’s Robert P. Stearns/SCS Engineers Scholarship of $5,000.  Richa is 

currently attending the University of Texas at Arlington.  Congratulations Richa!! 

Anatasia Valentina Grinaldi 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Geri Strong 

Dallas, TX 

Miranda Faye Reinhard 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Jon Reinhard 

Corpus Christi, TX 

Anthoni Richard Cognasi 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Rick Cognasi 

Amarillo, TX 

Julie Elizabeth Fisher 

TxSWANA Sponsor-Risa Weinberger 

Dallas, TX 
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2011 SWANA  

International Road-e-o 

Sept. 3, 2011 

Dublin, Georgia 

 

2012   TXSWANA                       

Annual    Conference  

Garland, TX 

 

2o12 TXSWANA Road-E-O 

 

Calendar of Events 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETINGS 

 

August, 2011           WASTECON           

       Nashville, TN 

Sept. 16, 2011            Dallas 

Oct. 21, 2011    University of Houston          

           Houston 

Nov. 18, 2011                El Paso 

MEMBERSHIP 
                          ================================================ 

 We Welcome the Following New Members (Through July 13, 2011)  

Robert Alford  -  Tetra Tech Inc. 

Brandon Bennett  -  City of  Fort Worth 

Ron Chandler  -  Yokogawa 

Dave Freeman  -  Freeman Engineered Products 

Pedro Fuentes  -  City of Deer Park 

Ewe-Leng Lim  -  Institute of Information 
                                   Technology Inc. 
 
Buster Perry  -  City of Plainview 

Jennifer Russell  -  City of Brownwood 

Rodolfo Sanchez  -  Plasma Gasification Corp. 

Rick Venegas  -  City of El Paso 
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Having a Safety Attitude… 

its solid and not a waste! 
By David P. Vartian 
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We have heard for many years how important it is 
to work safely. It has been said in many ways  in-
cluding safety slogans like: “If we can’t do it 
safely, we will not do it at all”, “Some have eyes 
and cannot see; Some have ears and cannot hear; 
So be wise and wear your safety gear”, or “Safety 
begins with you”. Some of us have 
listened to this advice, some 
only with one ear, and 
never thought about it 
much. Others may not have 
listened, thinking that  it  
would never happen to 
them. 

The one comment that we 
have all heard is that when 
it comes to safety, “attitude is everything.”  This 
should not be a shock, because we probably have 
heard this at one time (or more) while growing up 
– I hear my Mothers voice in my head 
now…”Young Man, I do not like your attitude”……
flashbacks as a teenager – but I digress. It is un-
fortunate that some worker’s attitude toward 
safety is only changed after a calamitous event 

occurs on the job. In our line of work, the po-
tential for a serious accident is always present. 
However, the proper attitude toward safety is 
the first line of defense. How is your attitude 
toward safety?  To help you answer this ques-
tion, let’s explore the typical characteristics of a 
good safety attitude.  

Do you have Focus? Do you focus 
on the task at hand or does your 
mind travel, especially if there are 
distractions and outside influences. 
Random thoughts about the most 
recent Cowboys game or Rangers 
game could be distractions. Pro-
gram yourself to remain focused at 
all times. 

 

Do you take your Time? Many will say that 
there is never enough time in the day but, if you 
misuse your time, you will spend more time 
dealing with the accident that you were involved 
in. So what can you do?  Take time to do the 
task safely. This means taking more time to 
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“...the proper attitude 

toward safety is the 

first line of defense. “ 
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Message from the President   
By  Brenda Haney 

Howdy TxSWANA Professionals! 

Wow what a summer 2011 had!  I hope that you all are starting to recover from the unbear-

able heat this summer brought.  I know a summer like this takes a toll on all of our solid 

waste professionals from those of you on the back of garbage trucks to those of you on 

landfill compactors and all of our equipment takes a beating as well.  I hope this fall brings 

much better weather for us all & perhaps some much overdo rainfall.  Keep up the great 

work you do! 

Also, we are in a new fiscal year for TxSWANA and while the money is as tight for us as it is 

for each of you both personally and professionally, we will strive to bring you excellent re-

sults and a great bang for your buck with all we do.  Two events to watch for are already 

well on the way to being exceptional  - the 2012 TxSWANA Technical Conference spon-

sored by the City of Garland and the 2012 TxSWANA Road-E-O being hosted by the City of 

Denton.  In an effort to maximize your travel, these events will be back-to-back so I look 

forward to seeing you all at both! 

Also, we have just completed our Board elections – thanks to all of you that took the time 

to vote!  The Board has no new members from this election but we had one Board member 

who stepped off of the Board to give others an opportunity to serve.  On behalf of our entire 

membership, I would like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to David Ivory, 

Brownsville, Texas.  David has 

served on the Board for several years 

and was a great asset to TxSWANA.  

Mr. Ivory brought a very important 

perspective from not only the border 

communities but from deep, south 

Texas.  He was a tremendous advo-

cate for this area and we will miss 

having him as a part of this Board 

and wish him all the best is all of his 

future endeavors – THANKS David! 

Also, keep your eye on the website 

for updated information about all 

that is going on.  We would love to 

have you join us at any of our Board 

meetings and the schedule for 2012 

will be posted soon.  Also, we work 

for you our membership – please 

feel free to contact me or any of the 

Board with any issues or concerns 

you have.  I also would like each of 

you to get more involved with 

TxSWANA – the more you put into 

it, the more you get out of it! 

Brenda Haney 
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wear the proper PPE and gather equipment, and 
those few extra minutes will make the differ-
ence between getting the task done without 
an injury. Once again, remember the old ad-
age, “Haste makes waste”. 

Are you Consistent and do you show  con-
sistency?  Do the task the right way, the safe 
way, every day and each time. Doing this 
helps prevent accidents and injuries. We 
should be “practicing the way we play, and 
playing the way we practice”. 

Do you take Responsibility for your     ac-
tions? And if so, do you care for those who 
work with and around you? Think of yourself 
as part of a team…like our Rangers or Cow-
boys….working together  so that the results 
of your efforts do not lead to an    accident or 
injury. 

Think about the Risk!  We are taught to as-
sess the “risk and reward” of  our invest-
ments and the  actions we take for personal 
or other   reasons. If we do take risks on the 
job, make them calculated and reasonable. 

When we work, we should not take any risks 
that could lead to an injury. Unnecessary 
risks may appear to save some time and 
may make your task easier, however, these 
risks will catch up with you in the end. Too 
often, we look to the value of engineering 
solutions for daily challenges. Doing this en-
compasses a risk/reward evaluation so that 
our chance of injury or accident does not in-
crease. An appropriate safety attitude 
means being smart to avoid taking risks that 
outweigh the benefits. 

 Your attitude toward safety affects 
everyone around you. It can be positive or 
negative. We may not always realize it, but 
people all around us pay attention to what 
we do, and depending on which  position 
you hold, you could be the pace car that 
your organization follows. It is all too easy 
to think of excuses why we are not acting in 
a safe manner. However, working safely 
makes better sense. Consider the negative 
effects that a debilitating injury or accident 
can have on your family, friends, organiza-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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ment with great efficiency.            

Always remember….. “Safety begins 
with You” The TxSWANA Safety Manage-
ment and Resource Team thanks you for 
your concern for safety. 

Wishing everyone a great Fall! 

Yours in Safety, 

David P. Vartian 

Use S.M.A.R.T. 

We’re part of the Solution! 

The Safety Management and Resource Team is a network of 

Safety professionals organized to effectively share methods of injury 

and collision prevention.  Contact David Vartian at 214-671-0229 to 

obtain safety support, exchange safety strategies, or to arrange an 

onsite audit of your work practices. 

tion, and your career. You need not hold a 

particular position to be a good leader or 
champion for safety. You just need to 
demonstrate a safe, orderly, and consis-
tent manner within your organization and 
when executing your tasks. If you do this, 
more times than not, everyone will return 
home safely after completing the   assign-

(Continued from page 4) 
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The City of Garland is hosting the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America (TxSWANA) 2012 
Conference June 13-15, 2012.  This year’s conference will be held at Garland’s Special Events Center and will focus on getting the 
most from your TxSWANA investment through technical sessions, exhibits, keynote speakers and tours.    

 

During difficult economic times, it is critical to provide cost effective ways for employees to improve their job knowledge, hone their 
skills and meet the demand for quality products and services. Conference attendees will share ideas with other professionals and 
learn from the best in the business to successfully navigate through these tough economic times. 

 

The exhibition hall will feature equipment manufacturers, waste and recycling service providers, environmental consultants,       
engineering firms, and other industry specific organizations. 

 

A special TxSWANA early registration room rate of $107.00 is available June 10th – 17th at the Hyatt Place Dallas/Garland.   When 
making reservations, please mention that you are attending the TxSWANA conference to receive the special rate.     

 

Hyatt Place Dallas/Garland:   (888) 492-8847 OR (972) 414-3500 

 

Take a moment to complete the registration form and reserve your place as member or exhibitor at the TxSWANA 2012            
Conference – the premier conference for solid waste professionals in Texas! 

 

For any questions, please contact me at lbanks@garlandtx.gov or (972) 205-3424 or you may contact my assistant, Samia Burns, 
at (972) 205-3492 or sburns@garlandtx.gov.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Lonnie R. Banks, Chair 

TxSWANA 2012 Conference 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lbanks@garlandtx.gov
mailto:sburns@garlandtx.gov
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Exhibitor Information 

The City of Garland is hosting the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America 
(TxSWANA) 2012 Conference June 13-15, 2012.  We invite you to showcase your products, equipment or services 
as an exhibitor during the conference.  This year’s conference will be held at Garland’s Special Events Center 
which will allow all exhibitors including large equipment to be located on the main floor inside the Exhibit Hall. 

TxSWANA’s challenge, as an extension of the Solid Waste Association of North America, is to advance the prac-
tice of managing solid waste in the most economical and environmentally responsible methods possible.  The 
Texas Lone Star Chapter has nearly 400 members from both public and private entities, and we anticipate over 
300 delegates will attend this year’s conference.  This year’s conference will focus on investing in TxSWANA 
through the tough times.  During difficult economic times, it is critical to provide cost effective ways for employ-
ees to improve their job knowledge, hone their skills, and meet the demand for quality products and services.  Con-
ference attendees will share ideas with other professionals and learn from the best in the business to successfully 
navigate through these tough economic times. 

Some of this year’s highlights include: 

A unique and festive opening reception 

An abundance of technical sessions and tours 

A Thursday extravaganza 

The very best exhibitors showcasing their products and services 

Breakfasts and Luncheons with tremendous keynote speakers 

A golf tournament filled with fun! 

Exhibit space on the floor of the main exhibit hall promises to go quickly so you are encouraged to submit your ap-
plication and payment as soon as possible.  Each booth or equipment display will include one full conference regis-
tration and two “exhibitor only” badges.  A special guest room rate ($107.00) is available to you as a TxSWANA 
exhibitor at the Hyatt Place Dallas/Garland June 10th – 17th. When making reservations, please mention that you 
are attending the TxSWANA conference to receive the special rate.   

Hyatt Place Dallas/Garland:  (888) 492-8847 OR (972) 414-3500 

Take a moment to complete the registration form and reserve your place as an exhibitor at the TxSWANA 2012 
Conference – the premier conference for solid waste professionals in Texas! 

For any questions, please contact me at lbanks@garlandtx.gov or (972) 205-3424 or you may contact my assis-
tant, Samia Burns, at (972) 205-3492 or sburns@garlandtx.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Lonnie R. Banks, Chair 

mailto:lbanks@garlandtx.gov
mailto:sburns@garlandtx.gov
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SOLID WASTE SUPERVISOR 
SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 

SALARY:  $31,930 - $44,702 

OPEN UNTIL FILLED 

Under the direction of the Assistant Public Works Director, administers a program of 
rubbish, garbage, and brush collection.  

Essential Duties: 

Plans and directs the activities of work crews engaged in the collection and disposal of solid 
waste.  Supervises approximately 18 individuals.  Sets priorities and standards of work; es-
tablishes policies, procedures and methods of operations.  Designs collection routes, assem-
bles crews, schedules work, reports on work in progress.  Inspects work crews in fields and 
ensures proper quality of work, operation efficiency and economy.  Directs and trains per-
sonnel.  Receives and acts on requests for customer service, develops billing information.  
Administers internal safety program.  Provides personnel and equipment to perform various 
elements of maintenance for equipment and vehicles.  Maintains a variety of written records 
including payroll, personnel records, operational record, etc.  Calculates cost of service and 
prepares annual budget.  Participates in the preparation of specifications and acquisition of 
equipment.  May attend and participate in staff meetings and related activities; attends 
workshops, conferences and classes to increase professional knowledge; serves on commit-
tees as assigned.  Performs related duties and responsibilities as required. 

Training, Experience, and/or Other Requirements: 

TCEQ Class A Solid Waste License or obtain within one year of employment. Four (4) years ex-
perience in the collection and/or disposal of solid waste; one year of which must have been in 
supervisory capacity involving public contact and record keeping. Ability to exercise good 
judgment.  Ability to communicate clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing.  Ability to 
communicate effectively and courteously with city staff and the public. 

All City employees are required in the course and scope of their employment to provide ser-
vices for the benefit of the general public during emergency situations that threaten the 
safety of Kingsville’s citizens. City employees must be able to work immediately before, dur-
ing, and/or immediately after an emergency. 

All positions require the following: 1) High School diploma or equivalent, 2) possession of a 
valid driver’s license 3) satisfactory driving record and 4) proof of citizenship and/or eligibility 
to work in the U.S. legally.  The successful applicant will be required to take and pass a pre-
employment physical examination, drug screen and background investigation.   

Applications may be picked up at City of Kingsville-Human Resources, 200 E. Kleberg, Kingsville, 
Texas 78363.  For more information call 361-595-8017 or e-mail hradmin@cityofkingsville.com.   
AA/EOE. 

mailto:hradmin@cityofkingsville.com
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2011 TXSWANA Scholarship  Recipients  

Anthoni Richard Cognasi 
Anatasia Valentina Grinaldi 

Julie Elizabeth Fisher 
Miranda Faye Reinhard 

TxSWANA Sponsor- 

Rick Cognasi 

Amarillo, TX 

TxSWANA Sponsor- 

Geri Strong 

Dallas, TX 

TxSWANA Sponsor- 

Risa Weinberger 

Dallas, TX 

TxSWANA Sponsor- 

Jon Reinhard 

Corpus Christi, TX 



11 

The Lone Star 

SWANA International Road-E-O 

The 2011 International Road-E-O was hosted by the SWANA 

Georgia Chapter on September 3 in Dublin, Georgia at the  

Southern Plains AG and Expo Center.  One hundred and seven of 

the top solid waste drivers, mechanics and operators competed in 

ten different categories.  There were 16 competitors from Texas! 

The top three finishers in each category received trophies. 

2011 International SWANA ROAD-E-O WINNERS from 

TXSWANA 

Rear Loader—1st place, James Perez, City of Bryan 

Front Loader—2nd place, Julian Ramirez, City of Bryan 

Tractor Trailer—3rd place, Raul Perez, City of Bryan 
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2012   TXSWANA                       

Annual    Conference 

June 13-15, 2012 

Garland, TX 

 

2o12 TXSWANA Road-E-O 

June 15-16, 2012 

Denton, TX 

Calendar of Events 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETINGS 

 

Nov. 18, 2011                El Paso 

MEMBERSHIP 
                          ================================================= 

 We Welcome the Following New Members (Through Oct. 31, 2011)  

Walter Barrett  City of San Antonio 

Arpita Bhatt  Student-Arlington 

Mariah Carter  The Shingle Yard, LLC 

Michael Cleghorn  City of Lufkin 

Steve Dunn  Greenstar North America 

Elena England  City of Austin 

Gregory Farrell  Tetra Tech Inc. 

Tooran Khosh  GDS Associates Inc. 

Charles Kitt  Red River Service Corp. 

Teri League  Greenstar North America 

Michael Lewis  City of Austin 

Chris Masterson  Red River Service Corp. 

Dwayne Matthews City of Beaumont 

Danielle McClelland City of Dallas 

Jaime Moreno  City of Austin 

Annette Moreno  City of Austin 

Roger Nessly  Waste Industry Training 

Jon Parker  Mettler Toledo 

Woody Raine  City of Austin 

Manuel Ruiz  City of San Antonio 

Melanie Sattler  University of Texas at Arlington 

Alejandro Torres  City of Eagle Pass 

Jay VonderHarr  Pennington Seed Inc. 

Catelyn Wiggins  City of New Braunfels 


